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PROLOGUE
The sound of pen on paper. Marella, alone.

MARELLA ( NARRATI NG
Have you ever made a m stake? Taken a
m sstep -- crossed a line in the sand.
| think I have. Here. Now. This. |I'm
not sure | have a right to be here.
Sonmetimes | wonder if we get so caught
up chasing horizons, trying to dig our
fingers into sonething distant and
fantastic and new... that we fail to
realize how far from honme we've

strayed... That we've reached
uncharted territory... soneone else's
back yard. And they weren't expecting
conpany.

We have... msstepped... And the
nei ghbors don't take kindly to
strangers.

FADE TGO
SCENE ONE
EXT. Shark Cage, Open Ccean - DAY

We hear the sound of nmetal doors sliding open, and the
rattling of a chain, as the Tiamat's shark cage is | owered
into the water. Spinner and Matti, both in diving suits,
float in the cage.

Over the comms, we hear the voices of the rest of the crew.

LA RE
You two doing alright down there?

SPI NNER
Fi ne and dandy, Cap.

MATTI
This is SO COOL! |I've always wanted to
go swimm ng w th sharks.

SPI NNER
(grinning) Last tine wasn't enough for
you?



MATTI
That doesn't count!

ASHERAH
Try not to get too excited -- You're
there to make ground observati ons.
It's probably better if you DON T find
yourself swmmng with the wildlife.

SPI NNER
My thoughts exactly, LT.

DESTAN
Are you SURE that cage is going to
hol d?

MATTI
| patched it nyself, didn't |I? The
fall banged it up nore than the
scorpions did. Besides... this is the
perfect way to test ny handi worKk.

SPI NNER
Sure it's not Cap's perfect way of
getting you to stop naggi ng hi m about
taking it out for a test drive?

MATTI
Fuck you, Spinner.

LA RE
| never said that!

ASHERAH
(quietly) You didn't exactly have to.

LA RE
This is a great way to test the
Tiamat' s maneuverability, and the
fiel d-readi ness of our equi pnent. W
need a working cage, we needed to test
the Tiamat's legs, so to speak... |
mean, they don't call her a nobile
unit for nothing. And it's never a bad
thing to have a working map of our
surroundings. It's three birds with
one stone.

SPI NNER
Four, if it means Matti stops whining.



MATTI
Shut up!

She punches himin the arm

SPI NNER
OM Cap! Matti hit ne.
ASHERAH
Good.
SPI NNER
(rubbing his shoulder) You hit like ny
sister. | think you broke ny arm
MATTI

You' re fine.

SPI NNER
| don't know, | think I need you to
kiss it better.

MATTI
You heard himdoc, we've got a nedica
enmergency down here..

SPI NNER
Qooh, yes please. The nore the
merrier.

ASHERAH

Are you two going to be doing this the
entire time?

MATTI
No!

SPI NNER
Absol utely.

They start snapping pictures, and we switch perspectives, so
that we are up on the bridge.

LA RE
How s she runni ng?
ASHERAH
This station handles |ike an
el ephant... She's slow, but she cuts

the water snmooth. Just a big old baby,
ain't you, Tia?



LA RE
Doc, how nmuch ground have we covered
so far?

DESTAN
We're approxi mately 40 klicks from our
starting point.

LO RE
How nmuch farther to those nountains?
DESTAN
Well, they're not showi ng up on the
radar just yet, but | think we could
reach them by this evening... tonorrow

norning at the | atest.

LA RE
Any chance we can cut that tinme,
Li eut enant ?

ASHERAH
Sure, if you want to pull in her |egs
and risk running on engine only. But I
don't know if we'll have enough

cl earance to tow the cage.

LA RE
Well, | guess there's nothing wong
with the scenic route..

We switch perspectives again, returning to the cage.

SPI NNER
You wouldn't be callin' it that if you
were down here with all the dead
fishes. It's |like wal king through an
uncovered graveyard down here.

ASHERAH
If you don't like it, you shouldn't
have vol unt eer ed.

SPI NNER
And | et you sent the Squirt on her own
to attract the sharks?

MATTI
Marel l a coul d have cone.



SPI NNER
Yeah, that'll be the day.

MATTI
And ny leg is fine! Don't pretend
you're doing this for ny sake. You
i ke the dead fish

SPI NNER
Better than the |live ones, anyway.

MATTI
It's wld though, Cap. W nust've
passed four whal e carcasses, since we
passed over that |ast section of
trenches.

SPI NNER
Pieces of "em anyway. Only that | ast
one was whol e.

DESTAN
s that normal ?

SPI NNER
Circle of life, doc. Everything's
gotta decay, and everybody's gotta
eat. |'ve seen cats rip a carcass in
half and carry it up a tree when they
were in enough of a hurry.

MATTI
It's just eerie... The ribcages | ook
i ke these big, contorted towers, or
br oken spires.

SPI NNER
And you shoul d see the stuff hangi ng
off "em.. wornms... crabs... little
bits of flesh twisting in the
currents... The big guy we just passed
| ooked |i ke he'd had his throat torn
out. ..

MATTI
Shar ks, maybe. O killer whal es?

SPI NNER
Predators don't just abandon a kill
that size. | haven't seen any big
scavengers around, have you?



There is a sudden high pitched sound like nails on a
bl ackboard as the cage grinds and scrapes agai nst one of the
t oweri ng bone structures.

MATTI
Ah!!

SPI NNER
EY! Easy on the controls up there, LT,
we're in this thing! Steer the cage
AVAY fromthe bones! AWAY

ASHERAH
Sorry.

SPI NNER
| thought you said you knew how to
drive this thing.

ASHERAH
| can pilot the station just fine.

LA RE
Awvy, did she scare you?

SPI NNER
Who sai d anyt hi ng about bei ng scared?

MATTI
| don't know, the water felt alittle
war ner for a second there.

SPI NNER
Must' ve been you.
ASHERAH
Wel |l maybe that'll teach you not to

tell ghost stories.

Their voices fade as the stati on nopves on, but the sound of
t he cage scraping on bone seens to |inger.

There is a nonment's silence..

And then, in the distance, we hear a soft, hooting cry.
FADE TO

SCENE TWD

I NT. Marella's Laboratory, The Tiamat - MEANWH LE



Marella sits in front of one of the conputer stations. On a

video call, Kiran watches her through the screen.
Kl RAN
A Jaekel opt erus.
MARELLA
Yes.
Kl RAN

Inside the filtration unit?

MARELLA
That's right.

Kl RAN
Sounds |ike you've had an eventful
first few weeks.

MARELLA
| suppose that's one way to put it. |
think we're all grateful that things
have cal med down since then

KI RAN
|"m sure. And you say you nanaged to
recover a sanple of the eggs?

MARELLA

Two of them yes.
KI RAN

And how are they progressing?
MARELLA

As far as | can tell, normally.

Arthropods aren't ny area of

expertise, but fromwhat | gather they
seemto be alright. The enbryos are
showi ng sone signs of novenent, and
they've adjusted to their new

habi tat. ..

KI RAN
Good. Keep a close eye on them I'd
like to pass your findings on to our
scientific teamup top

MARELLA
And once they start getting to big for
the station, and start stabbing people



in the ankl es?

Kl RAN
We' Il have themtransported to our
facilities, and have our secondary
teans take over fromthere.

MARELLA
(frowming) It alnpost sounds |ike you
were prepared for this.

KI' RAN
(laughs) Well we al ways knew you were
going to find SOVETHI NG And a live
speci nen of any kind is always a
wel comre addition in the | aboratory.

MARELLA
| suppose..

Kl RAN
I f you find anything else... Keep it.
Take notes. Take pictures. Videos..
The nore of these creatures you
encounter, the better. Start a
nmenagerie if you like! You have plenty
of space... | want to know EVERYTHI NG
about these animals... How they
interact, what they eat-

MARELLA
Where they cone fronf?

Kl RAN
Knew you' d understand. We're
W t nessi ng sonet hi ng wonderful here,

Marella... | need you to be all ny
senses. ..
MARELLA
Yes, sir.
Kl RAN
Kiran... Please..
MARELLA
Ki r an.
Kl RAN
l|"'mrelying on you, Marella... W're

going to do incredible things



together, you and |I... Keep ne
updated. We'll tal k soon.

He signs off. Marella sighs and switches off the conputer,
and | eans back in her chair.

Dest an observes her, standing in the doorway.

DESTAN
Good tal k?
MARELLA
(sitting up) Destan... How | ong have
you been-
DESTAN
Not long. ... Everything okay?
MARELLA
It's fine.
DESTAN
s it?
MARELLA
Yes. (beat) ... He knew. About the
eurypterids. Not... that they were
here but... that we'd find..
sonet hing. He wasn't surprised, he
wasn't even shaken... He knew these

t hi ngs were down here. ..

DESTAN
But... | nean... That's why we're
here, isn't it?

MARELLA
Yes. But he wasn't JUST expecting the
Xi phactinus. W aren't JUST | ooking

for one nonster out of tinme... And he
knew that. So why didn't he say
anyt hi ng?

Distracted, she falls into silence. After a nobnent, she seens
to renenber Destan is there.

MARELLA
Did you need sonet hi ng?

DESTAN
No. Just wanted to check in on you.



See how you were... W' ve been

wat chi ng the scenery roll by up on the
bridge. It's fascinating! The station
lights up the sea for mles around..
You shoul d cone take a | ook!

MARELLA
(turning away) |' m busy.

DESTAN
(j oking) Egg-sitting?

MARELLA
You know, unlike MOST peopl e around
here, | actually take ny job rather
seriously. I've got a |lot of research

t hat needs conducti ng,

can't just...

wander off! Sit around telling jokes

al | day.
DESTAN
You coul d do both? Everyone el se seens
to.
MARELLA
Well |I'mnot everyone el se.
DESTAN
| know you're not.
MARELLA
| ' m snappi ng agai n.
DESTAN
Nah. . .
MARELLA
| just... I'mfine, Destan. |'ve... |
just... I've got a lot of work to do.

Too many questions to answer.

DESTAN
kay.

He starts to | eave, then pauses,

and gl ances back at her.

DESTAN
For the record... they have been
aski ng about you. | know it's not
easy... And | can't exactly speak for

everyone but... | think they do want

10.
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to get to know you. | know | do.

| don't...

peopl e.

Vell, then. ..

They' I |

say anything. ..

MARELLA
| get-...

DESTAN

do so well ... around

| don't know.

forget the peopl e!

be there but you don't have to

O...

think of it this

way, it's not good for you to stay
cooped up like this... talking to
scor pi on eggs and peopl e t hrough

SCreens.

MARELLA

(wy smle) Are you saying, in your

medi cal
nore fri

(smles)

your | egs...

rolling
gener al
to talk

opi nion, t
ends?

DESTAN

hat | should go nake

| "' m sayi ng the hunman body
craves connecti on.
quick little walk upstairs. Stretch

Even if it's just a

wat ch the ocean go

by... with... people in the
vicinity. Wio you don't have

to.

(he holds out his hand) It's better
than hiding, isn't

it?

Marell a | ooks at him and shakes her head, unable to hide a
small smle.

FADE TO

SCENE THREE

| NT. The Bridge,

The Ti amat

- DAY

We hear the door slide open, and Destan and Marella enter the

bri dge.

LA RE

Wel Il Morning doctors.

Mor ni ng,

MARELLA
capt ai n.

Li eut enant .



SPI NNER
(via comms) Is that Rey | hear? Holy
shit, doc, you actually did it. |
don't believe it.

MATTI

(via comms) Told you so. Pony up
ASHERAH

How s your research com ng?
MARELLA

Well. | thought I mght just... sit up

here and get a little work done... |
you don't m nd?

LA RE
O course, Marella, you' re always
wel cone up on the bridge. W could use
t he good conpany.

MARELLA
Thank you, captain.
DESTAN
Not to nention the expertise.
MARELLA
Oh?
ASHERAH

The captain has us mapping out sone
new territory. Nothing terribly
exciting just yet-

LO RE
-but given the past couple of weeks,
|'d say that's not such a bad thing.

SPI NNER
You wouldn't say that if you were down
here in the cage, LT. Swi ngin' around
I i ke a goddam yo-yo.

MATTI
You should give it a try, Marella!
It's incredi ble. The number of whal es
we' ve seen down here-

MARELLA
VWhal es?

12.



MATTI
Wel |, dead ones, but it's still really
cool! It's like a forest of bones..
MARELLA

(suddenly alert) How many carcasses
have you passed?

MATTI

About Ssix or seven now.
MAREL LA

(turning to Loire) Turn around.
LA RE

VWhat ?
MAREL LA

We shouldn't be here. Jesus! Wy
didn't sonmebody say sonet hi ng?!

DESTAN
Marella, what's w ong?

MARELLA
What's wong is seven dead whal es.
We're floating through a graveyard.

ASHERAH
So?

MARELLA
Whal es don't die in one place, in
t hose ki nds of nunbers, unless
sonething is wong. And what about the
scavengers?! Captain, you can't
possi bly be okay with them bei ng down
there with all those sharks.

LA RE
(baffled) There haven't been any
shar ks!

Marella stares at him

MARELLA
(forced calm You need to get them
back inside. Ri ght now.

LA RE
Wy ?

13.
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SPI NNER
(realizing) Aw... Shit!

ASHERAH
Spi nner ?

SPI NNER
Haul us up.

ASHERAH
|s everything alright?

SPI NNER
(bitterly) No scavengers, LT. This
much free food |ying around, and we
haven't seen anybody bi gger than a
crab.

MARELLA
Whi ch neans sonebody much bi gger has
been keepi ng them away.

Over the comms, we hear a |low, hooting cry.

MATTI
(nervously) Wat was that?

SPI NNER
(putting on a brave face) Probably
j ust anot her whal e..

MARELLA
No. Whal es can't dive down this deep
they'd be crushed under their own body
wei ght at this pressure.

SPI NNER
(sarcastic) Thanks for that, Frost.

We hear the hooting cry again, |louder and closer this tinme. A
monment |later, a |light on the dashboard cones to life, and one
of the consoles lets out a warning blip.

ASHERAH
Captain. |'ve got sonething com ng up
on the radar screen... Five klicks out

and cl osing fast.

LA RE
Doc, get down to the |oading bay. GCet
them out of there, NOW (as Destan
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runs out of the room) Matti, Spinner,
hang tight. We're pulling you up.

ASHERAH
Four and a half klicks, captain.
LA RE
How soon til we have eyes on this
t hi ng?
ASHERAH

At this rate? Gve it a mnute.

LA RE
Doctor. Any idea what could be noving
at that speed?

MARELLA
Not hi ng natural that would be big
enough to show up on our radar AND at
this depth...

ASHERAH
Three klicks and cl osing, captain.

MARELLA
(realizing) They're not going to nake
it back to the ship in tine.

LO RE
Asher ah, engage evasi ve naneuver s!

ASHERAH
| can shift the station, Captain, but
it's not going to buy us nore than a
coupl e of m nutes.

LA RE
A couple of mnutes is all we need.

ASHERAH
Aye, sir!

She flips a few switches, and we hear a runble of notors and
gears echoing though the Tiamat, as yet another cry cuts
t hrough the water.

Marell a noves up to one of the w ndow banks and starts
flipping through The Creatures Beneath.
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MARELLA
Captain Loire, how big do you estimte
sonmet hing woul d need to be to show up
at five klicks on the Tiamat's radar?

LA RE
VWhat ?

MARELLA
| need a m ninmum size estinate! How
bi g does that thing com ng towards us
have to be?

LA RE
Forty... fifty feet long at the very
| east. What are you doi ng?

MARELLA
Weeding out the little guys. (to
herself) Too small... Maybe... if they
were traveling in a shoal ? Mmm ..
No... Too small... Too small... Oh

pl ease FUCK not that...

ASHERAH
Two klicks, captain... No- Two and a
half... | don't know how nuch | onger

we can keep up this breathing room.

Loire presses a button, and we hear the buzz and static of an
i nternal speaker system

LA RE
Doc! | could use a bit of sunshine..
tell me we're close to getting them
out of there?

DESTAN
(over speakers) | just made it to the
| oadi ng bay! 1've got the w nch going
now.

LA RE

Any chance of us speeding that up?

DESTAN
Not unl ess you want two of your crew
down with the bends.

LA RE
Al right. How nuch tinme do you need?
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DESTAN
The cage should be up in tw nore
m nutes. But getting them out of there-
"Il take as nmuch time as you can
gi ve ne.

LA RE
Okay. Keep ne posted.

DESTAN
Aye, sir.

Loire switches off the intercom

ASHERAH
Clarion. We could buy thema little
nmore tinme with the targeted weapons
systens.

LA RE
No, do not engage! Starting a
firefight with an unknown opponent
puts the whole crew at risk. W don't
know what that thing is, and there's
still a chance it could pass us by.

ASHERAH
(tightly) Sir, we're at one and a hal f
kl i cks, and cl osi ng-

LA RE

| said do not engage!
SPI NNER

(suddenl y) Hooooooooooly shit... Matti -
MATTI

| see it!

MARELLA ( NARRATI NG
At first, it |looked |Iike a grayish
snmudge on the observation screen..
The smudge becane a snear... The snear
a rapidly noving blur, that seemed to
draw itself out, swelling and
el ongating as it sliced through the
wat er .

The creature lets out another |ow, hooting cry.



18.

SPI NNER
(al nost relieved) See! Look at that! |
told you... It's fine! Just a tiny
baby whal e. ..

MARELLA
No... its not...

The creature cries out again.

MARELLA ( NARRATI NG
Seventy feet |long. Two powerful front
flippers ripped through the water, the
back two pressing tight against the
| eviathan's sides, as the creature's
snake-1i ke body drove toward us |ike a
bullet. Its head tapered into a | ong,
thin snout, and as it opened its nouth
again, row after row of serrated teeth
the size of bananas, glittered in the
gl ow of the station's lights.

Its jaws stretched wi de, reaching for
us out of the dark, and for a nonent,
it was all we could see. A forest of
teeth. Bright, white eyes, that seened
to stare through us. Dark gray skin,
lined with a strange, spiderwebbing
pattern of blue-white cracks..

MARELLA
(breathl ess) Basil osaurus.

FADE TO
SCENE FOUR
| NT. Loadi ng Bay, The Tiamat - NMEANVH LE

We hear the sound of the wi nch churning, and then a clatter
and the sound of the shark cage inpacting on the hull. Destan
presses a button, and we hear a series of docking clanps
latch into place. He hits another button for the intercom

DESTAN
Captai n! Cage is secured!

We hear water churning as Matti and Spinner try to push open
t he cage door from bel ow. Destan noves to assist them There
is a creak and another clatter as he pulls open the cage
door .
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Matti surfaces with a splash, and Destan grabs ahold of her.

DESTAN

Easy! Easy, |'ve got you, Matti.
MATTI

Jesus fuck, did you see how BI G t hat

thing is?!

Wth Desman's help, she pulls herself free of the water. She
pulls off her helnet, and there is a hiss of escaping air.
She throws it to the ground, breathing deeply.

MATTI
FUCK! | think that's the biggest
animal 1've ever seen in ny life!
DESTAN
VWhat is it?
MATTI

No idea. | heard Marella say... Basil-
sonet hi ng over the comms.

They nove back over to the open cage, as Spinner splashes up.

DESTAN
(excitedly) Basil osaurus?!

MATTI
That's t he one.

SPI NNER
| don't care WHAT she calls it. Stil
| ooks |I'i ke a goddamm whale to ne.

DESTAN
Technically, it's a cetacean
forerunner fromthe | ate Eocene.

MATTI AND SPI NNER
Engl i sh, doc.

DESTAN
Prehistoric whale. Carnivorous. Highly
aggressive. God |'d give ANYTHI NG to
be up on the bridge right now for a
cl oser | ook.

SPI NNER
(grinning) Wiy not switch places with
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me? Hop on down into the cage, get as
close as you like! Pull nme up, and
"1l make you some space.

Matti and Destan reach out to grab hold of Spinner's arns.

MATTI
Those teeth though! Had to be half as
thick as ny forearm at | east.

SPI NNER
(laughi ng) Bet you'd hate to be on the
wrong side of his dentist chair!

DESTAN
Okay. Hoi st on the count of three.
One. .. Two...

BANG Sonet hing massive slans into the Tiamat with enough
force to rock the station. At the sane tine, we hear a sound
i ke jaws snapping shut, the rattling of the wi nch chain, and
tw sting and crunching of netal as sonething inpacts the
cage. Spinner starts to scream but it is abruptly cut off as
he is yanked out of the other's grip, and vani shes under the
wat er .

Al arns begin to blare.

MATTI
SPI NNER!

She rushes towards where the cage was, but Destan grabs her.

DESTAN
Matti, DON T!

The water roils, and we hear the Basil osaurus' eerie cal
agai n.

The i ntercom swi tches on

LO RE
| s everybody okay?!

MATTI
He's down there! W have to do
sonet hi ng! Sonebody has to go get him

LA RE
Matti ? Sl ow down. What happened? Who's
down where?



Mat t i

DESTAN
The cage, Captain!
the cage, and its
is just gone!

MATTI

21.

It just went after
gone! The whol e cage

Spinner's still down there!

LA RE
Son of a bitch!

MATTI
|"mgoing to get h

LO RE
NO Matti, stay wh

MATTI
We have to do sone

LA RE
Doc, don't |let her

DESTAN
| won't!

snaps on her hel net,

im

ere you are.

t hi ng!

and swi tches on the suit conmrs.

There is nothing but static.

MATTI

Spi nner? Spinner are you okay?!

Spi nner can you he

Not hi ng.

Everyone waits.

Not hing. Static.

And then-... An explosive b
static. Spinner, desperately gasping for air.

SPI NNER
JESUS FUCKI NG CHR

MATTI

ar me?!

urst of coughing shatters the

ST!

Spi nner! Spinner are you okay?!

LA RE
What happened?! Sp
us? Where are you?

i nner, can you hear
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SPI NNER
Under the fucking station! Cage is..
hangi ng on by a fucking thread. That
thing just clanped down its jaws and
tw sted-... Took the whole cage right
of f the docking port...

LA RE
Spi nner, | need you to cal mdown. Take
a deep breath.

SPI NNER
| can't-

LA RE
Yes you can. You're going to be okay.
You've still got half a tank of oxygen

left. We're comng to get you now

SPI NNER

(grimacing, struggling and starting to
panic) No, | mean | can't... breathe!
The cage is twsted. |"'mpinned. It's
crushing nme! | can't... get out! |
can't breathe! |I'mtrapped!

FADE TO

SCENE FI VE

I NT. The Bridge, The Tiamat - DAY

BOOM Anot her inpact shudders across the hull of the Tiamat.
Everyone staggers and tries to keep their footing.

ASHERAH
Can we shoot it now?

LA RE
We need to drive it off.

MARELLA
W're not GONGto drive it off.
According to The Creatures Beneath,
Basi |l osaurus are a H GHLY territorial
species. This is a prime hunting
ground, he's not going to give it up
w thout a fight.

BOOM We hear the scraping of nmetal and a screech fromthe
creature outside. BOOM
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MARELLA
We have to get out of here.

ASHERAH
| can pull the Tiamat's leg units in,
and turn on the jets, but | can't
guarantee we won't |ose the cage if |

do.

MATTI
W HAVE to get Spinner. |'m already
suited up, | just have to get ny
t ool s.

ASHERAH
It's too dangerous to go out there by
your sel f!

MATTI

By the tine one of you gets down here,
suits up, and we head out to save him
that thing could ve decided to sw ng
around agai n have half of himfor

[ unch, go for a swm and then cone

back for the leftovers. |I'm equi pped,
"' m here now, and |I'm not asking for
your permssion! I'mtelling you to

buy nme sone tine!

MARELLA
Matti -

LA RE
She's right.

MATTI
Thank you!

LA RE
We' Il have a di scussion about the way
you speak to your superior officers
|ater. Gve us three mnutes to give
you a wi ndow, where that thing is
distracted. Get into the water quiet,
don't draw any attention to yourself.

MATTI
Aye, captain.

LA RE
Doc, | want you on deck to take



Spi nner to the ned bay as soon as he's
out .

DESTAN
Yes, captain.

LA RE
You hear that Spinner? Just sit tight.
W' re gonna get you out of there.

SPI NNER
Fantastic, cap. PLEASE don't say
tight.

MARELLA
(curious) You' re not claustrophobic,
are you?

SPI NNER
(intensely sarcastic, but trying VERY
HARD not to panic) W, ME?! No! |
love it when the walls cone cl osing
in! What the hell would a big, bulky
guy |ike nme have to worry about
getting caught in tight, crushingly
smal | spaces, slowy running out of
air and getting squeezed to death with
no chance of escape! Hangi ng here,
freezing ny ass off, while the goddam
wal | s are caving in!

He's very close to hyperventil ating.

ASHERAH
(calmMy) Okay, okay! Just breath in
slowy. In through your nose, out
t hrough your nmouth. Try to relax and
stay still.

SPI NNER
Rel ax?! You're kidding ne, right LT?

ASHERAH
(just as calm No, |I'mnot kidding
you. Because the nore you panic and
thrash around and try to struggle your
way free, the nore likely it is you're
going to hurt yourself, or tear your
suit, or puncture your breathing
apparatus, or better still, get the
attention of our big friend out there.
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DESTAN
(appal | ed) Lieutenant!

As if in response, the Basilosaurus strikes at the Ti amat
agai n.

ASHERAH
Now you listen to nme, Spinner. If the
Captain says we're comng to get you
that is a prom se you can count on him
to keep. W are not going to abandon
you, and we are not going to |et
anyt hi ng happen to you. You are going
to get through this. If you want to
get through it faster, then | need you
to cal m down. Ckay?

SPI NNER
O okay.

ASHERAH
W are going to help you. You are
going to be fine. Cone on. Just...
breathe wth ne.

Asherah | eads Spinner into taking several deep, slow breaths.
As she does, Loire turns to Marell a.

LA RE
Any ideas, Marella?

MARELLA
We could try firing sone flares? See
if we can lure the Basil osaurus away
fromthe ship? If we can get thema
good enough di stance away, it'll give
Matti time to get Spinner, and we
coul d even get a head start on our

escape.
LA RE

You think that'll work?
MAREL LA

It's defending its territory... And
sort of novenent it detects wll
likely set it off... If we cut all the
lights on the station, and fire the
flares, it HAS to see them and maybe
it'"ll leave us al one.
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LA RE
Matti, do you think you can work
Spi nner | oose in the dark?

MATTI
If | have to.

LA RE
(sighs) I don't like this.

ASHERAH
(gently) We m ght not have tinme to
t hi nk up anything el se.

BOOM BOOM Scraaaaaaaape... The Basilosaurus lets out a
hooting cry that reverberates through the ship.

LO RE
: Okay. Lieutenant, cue up the port
side energency flares. Matti, to your
station.

MATTI
Aye, captain.

ASHERAH
Flares are prinmed, sir.

LA RE
Kill the |ights.

Asherah hits a switch, and across the station, we hear the
lights flicker and die.

A heartbeat's sil ence.
The Basil osaurus cri es.

LA RE
Fire.

Thwi p! H ss! A flare goes streaking through the dark. The
Basi | osaurus lets out a shriek, and we hear sonething |arge
novi ng t hrough the water.

ASHERAH
| think it's working...

A soft splash over the comms, as Matti drops into the water.
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MATTI
Rodger that! Spinner? I'mon ny way.

Matti noves through the water, and we hear the echo of the
Basi | osaurus' hooting cry.

FADE TO

SCENE SI X

EXT. Shark Cage, Open Ccean - DAY

An eerie, muffled silence. Spinner is struggling to keep his

breat hi ng under control. W hear a soft, sharp buzzing as
Matti touches one of her tools to the cage.

MATTI

You hol di ng up okay?
SPI NNER

Peachy! Sure. I'mjust... just...
MATTI

It's okay if you're not, you know.

SPI NNER
| know. (beat) I'mnearly out of this
thing, right?

MATTI
Al nost .
SPI NNER
Allll1 nost.
MATTI
Just got to get through a couple nore
of this bars. Then I'lIl be able to

peel this section back and- OUCH

SPI NNER
Mat ti ?!

MATTI
OM SHI T! Just... nicked ny thunb.

SPI NNER
You okay?

MATTI
Yeah. .. Mbtherfucker that hurt... Wo



decided to |l et nme around power tools
in the dark?

SPI NNER
Bet you're glad there aren't any
shar ks around now, huh?

MATTI
Yeah, no ki dding. (beat) You sure
you' re okay?

SPI NNER
Yeah... Sure. No. Yeah, | just...
(beat) ... Jesus, this really isn't

the way | expected to die. Just...
Fuck, y'know?

MATTI
You're not going to die.

SPI NNER
Sure | aml So are you. W've all got
to go sonetine, right? Crcle of life.
That's just howit is. | knewit was
comng, | just... don't want to go out
like this.

MATTI
Li ke what ?

SPI NNER
Scared. ... | always sort of knew I'd
kill nyself screwi ng sonething up. Not
sonme... freak accident. G ant, stupid
whale. It'd be ny fault, y'know? Me.
Wong place. Wong tine. Say exactly
t he perfect stupid thing. Laugh. And
the next thing I know, Gabriel's
pl ayin' me home.

MATTI
You seriously think you' re THAT nuch
of a screw up?

SPI NNER
It's been said, once or tw ce. But
hey. Maybe | should be grateful. It's
not every day you get bitten by a
whal e.
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MATTI
(laughs) That's true. Quessing that's
not what you had in mnd though... |I'm
assum ng... topless babes, and
strappi ng hunks, all dancing around in
a rain of confetti while you have a
heart attack in the mddle of an orgy,
yeah?

SPI NNER
Thought it was gonna be back when
was in the marines... when the ship
was going down... O back in
hi ghschool , wal ki ng down the street...
Quys like ne, we don't get to grow up
to die in big, grand adventures. W
catch it in bar fights... back
alleys... jail cells with the security
cans turned off... routine stop and
search... playing in the park... Quys
i ke me go down statistics... nobody
remenbers who we were. (he shudders,
and lets out a | ow npan) Jesus, |'m
col d.

MATTI
This is NOT where you die. Just stay
with me, Spinner. W'Ill get you out of
there soon. Just stay with ne.

SPI NNER
(1 abored, weakly) | can't breathe...

FADE TO

SCENE SEVEN

I NT. The Bridge, The Tiamat - NMEANVH LE

An eerie silence has settled over the bridge. Loire taps his
fingers inpatiently against the control console, and Marella
paces the length of the room

She stops suddenly, then turns to the others

MARELLA
Don't you think it's odd?

LA RE
(distracted) Wat?



MAREL LA
The Basi |l osaur us.

ASHERAH
(wy smle) I wouldn't exactly call it
nor mal -

LA RE

-but it's not exactly any stranger
t han anyt hing el se we' ve encount ered
down here.

MARELLA
Captain, it is EXACILY as strange as
everything el se we've seen down here,
that's entirely my point. Did either
of you get a good | ook at those
mar ki ngs on its skin?

ASHERAH
No... Wy?
LA RE
Honestly, | was a little too busy

| ooking at its teeth.

MARELLA
It was covered in cracks. Like its
skin was com ng apart, and sonething
was pushing its way up from
under neat h

ASHERAH
Coul d be old battle scars? O new
wounds? Maybe even seaweed or tangled
fishing |ine?

MARELLA
They were the sanme color as the
Jaekel opt er us.

LA RE
Are you sure?

MARELLA
|"m positive. |'ve never seen a
natural shade of blue-white |ike that
before, but since we got here, |1've

seen it twce.
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LA RE
You think there's sonething in the
wat er .

MAREL LA

| don't know. But sonething is
affecting these animals. Until we find
out what, | can't say. But I'd like to
t ake sanpl es whenever possi bl e.

LA RE
You think there's a chance this could
affect the crew?

MARELLA
There's always a chance, captain, but
it couldn't hurt to keep an eye out.
We don't know what's out there, and we
are only bio-matter after all..

ASHERAH
(frustrated) God... DAMNIT.

MARELLA
(startled, nervous) This is only a
theory, lieutenant, | don't think it's

anyt hi ng we shoul d be seriously
concerned about. At |east not
i mredi ately.

ASHERAH
What ? No. Sorry, Marella. It's this
equi pnent .

LA RE

What's wrong?

ASHERAH
We nust have tripped a system
sonmewher e when we shut down the
lights. My screens are going nuts. |'m
getting flare ups, and fal se pings,
and feedback all across ny boards. And
this clicking in ny headphones.

LA RE
(noving towards her) Let ne see? ..
(sighs) Ah hell.

ASHERAH
Soon as this is over, |I'mgonna have



She hits
i nsect-1i

to reconfigure everything up here..

get Matti to help nme take a | ook at
this thing... See, THHSis why | hate
new boats. Too unpredictable. They

al ways sell you on the "everything is
shiny, so it MJST be fine!" but nobody
knows where the hell the bugs'l| be.
Just listen to this!

a switch, and the cabinis filled with an eeri e,
ke clicking.

ASHERAH
| don't know what the hell |I'm
supposed to do with that. But whatever
it is, it's tripping our systenmns...
See? Look here... The radar keeps
junpi ng, and scranbling every tine the
clicking starts up.

LA RE
Maybe the Tiamat's conputers are
trying to reboot the system.. M ght
be a kink in the coding, and it's got
itself caught in a | oop.

ASHERAH
(fromming) No... it's too... irregular
for a conputer. And |I'm not reading
any errors on the dash -- which either

means sonething up here is wong-

MARELLA
(realizing) Ch god...

ASHERAH
Marel | a?

MARELLA
It's com ng back

ASHERAH
The Basi | osaur us?

MARELLA
That sound... It's using echol ocati on.

LO RE

Fuck!
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CRACK

Everyone freezes,

ASHERAH
VWhat ?

MARELLA
Toot hed whal es can use echol ocati on
like a battering ram tightening the
beamto stun their prey. Your systens
aren't mal functioning, Asherah,
t hey' re being targeted!

LA RE
It can't see us, so it's trying to
find us.

MARELLA
It already has. Hit the |ights!

LA RE
But Matti and Spinner -

MARELLA
WIIl be dead if they can't see this
t hi ng com ng!

ASHERAH
Wait! This thing still isn't even
showi ng up on our radar! Sonar is
picking it up, but if it was that
cl ose, we woul d have seen sonet hi ng!
Heard sonet hi ng-

and | ands softly on the sill.

Asherah hands one to him and Loire clicks it on.
slowy up to the wi ndow, and stares at the object

t here.

LA RE
Fl ashl i ght!

ASHERAH
is that...
MARELLA
Aflare. ... he snapped it in half...
LA RE

Get them out of there. Get them

33.
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He wal ks
resting
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out of there, NOW
FADE TO
SCENE EI GHT
EXT. Shark Cage, Open Ccean - MEANVH LE

The buzzing of Matti's tools, and in the distance, a |ow,
insectoid clicking. Spinner, trying to distract hinself...

SPI NNER
(singing) The night was m ghty dark so
you could hardly see
For the moon refused to shine
Coupl e sitting underneath the w |l ow
tree
For | ove, they pined

Little May was kinda 'fraid of

dar kness

So she says "I guess |I'Il go."

Boy began to sigh, |looked up to the
sky

Told the sky his little tale of woe-

(breaking off) This is stupid.

MATTI
Keep singing! W're nearly done..
SPI NNER
You said that an hour ago!
MATTI
It was five mnutes ago... Cone on...
Keep goi ng.
SPI NNER

(sighing) You got it, Coach.

MATTI
You' re doi ng your choir proud.

SPI NNER
Oh | wish | hadn't told you that.

MATTI
Yeah, I'll bet you don't.
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SPI NNER
What was that? M ssed that |ast part,
Mat. Got this... clicking in ny
ears... Ch god... AmI| running out of
oxygen? |s that a thing? Can that

happen?

MATTI
You're fine on oxygen, Spinner. | hear
it too... nmust be a breakdown in the

comrs tech

SPI NNER
Funni ly enough, that's not reassuring.

MATTI
Just keep singing.

Spi nner si ghs.

SPI NNER
So shi ne on
Shi ne on harvest noon
Up in the sky-

There is a burst of static and we hear Asherah's voice,
splintered and unintelligible comng over the coms.

SPI NNER
You catch that?

MATTI
(frowming) No... (clicking a button)
Say again, Lieutenant?

Static. Asherah's voice, again, splintered. C ose by, we hear
a burst of insectoid clicking.

MATTI
Asherah? Lieutenant | can't hear you-
We're al nost done here!
Li eut enant ? Spi nner, put your arns
agai nst the bars. Right here.

Asherah, ['ve got himnow. Just got to
pry this section |oose! Spinner, push.

Matti pulls, and Spi nner pushes as best he can. There's a
sound of twisting netal, and then a snap as the cage breaks
apart. The broken section drifts, discarded, to settle on the
ocean fl oor.
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MATTI
Got it! You okay?

SPI NNER
Yeah- (he hisses in pain) Mm .. Nope.
| think I cut up ny side.

MATTI
Let's get you back to the station. Go
on. I'lIl grab the caneras.

Anot her static-y, splintered burst.

MATTI
Say again, LT?

ASHERAH
Li ght!

MATTI
Asher ah?

ASHERAH

YOUR LI GHAT! Turn on your |ight! Mtti,
can you hear ne?! GET OUT OF THE
WATER!

From behi nd her, conmes the sound of eerie, insect-like
clicking, and a | ow om nous grow .

SPI NNER
Matti..
MATTI
| heard it..
SPI NNER
| can't see-
MATTI
It's okay. |'mgonna turn on the
[ight.
Matti turns slowy. Shaking, she raises the canera into the
dark, and snaps a photo. The flash illum nates the
Basi | osaurus, lurking only a few feet away -- blinded and

enraged, the creature lets out a hideous scream Matti
Screans.

SPI NNER
MATTI !
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ASHERAH
€O

Matti and Spi nner both rmake a break for the Tiamat. Behind
them the disoriented Basil osaurus thrashes, its powerful
tail crashing into the underside of the station. It screans
again, and lets out a snarl.

MATTI
There's the air | ock!
SPI NNER
Matti-... | can't-
MATTI

Oh yes you can! MOVE! Cone on! This is
not where we die!

They reach the airlock. Matti hits a button, the outer doors
slide open, and with a great deal of splashing, Mtti pushes
Spi nner in ahead of her.

MATTI
Destan! We're in!

SPI NNER
The door! Get the door!

Matti | eaps for the door and hits the button. As the door
slides shut, we hear the Basilosaurus cry out, it's jaws
snapping violently -- then the door slans, and a second
|ater, the creature smashes into the Tiamat's hull

Spi nner and Matti stand there, shaking. They | ook at one
anot her .

SPI NNER
Thanks.

MATTI
Yeah... No problem.

The inner door slides open and Destan appears in the doorway.

DESTAN
Are you alright?!

SPI NNER
(exhausted) OCh sure, doc. W were just
having a little fun.
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DESTAN
You' re bl eedi ng! Jesus Chri st,
Spi nner, is that a tooth?!

Spi nner | ooks down. One of the Basil osaurus' nassive fangs is
enbedded into his side.

SPI NNER
(rmore surprised than al arned) Huh..
Holy shit, would you |l ook at that...
The bastard bit ne.

DESTAN
(steadying him) Don't touch it. It"II
keep the pressure on, until | can

remove it. Matti. Get his other side.
W have to get himto the ned bay,
before he bleeds to death. Hurry!

FADE TO
SCENE NI NE
I NT. The Bridge, The Tiamat - MOVENTS LATER

Asherah switches off the comms, just as the Basil osaurus
slans its massive bulk into the side of the Tiamat again.

ASHERAH
Al l hands aboard and secured, Captain!

LA RE
Bring up the | egs!

Asherah presses a few controls. There is a netallic whirring
as the legs of the Tiamat retract, and then the notor bursts
into life. W hear the Basil osaurus roar.

LA RE
Get us out of here, Lieutenant!

ASHERAH
Aye, sir!

She guns the engine. Behind them we can hear the
Basi | osaurus cutting through the water, letting out its
hooting cry. It bashes into the Tiamat agai n.

ASHERAH
| can't shake him sir!
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MARELLA
He's not going to shake, until we're
out of his territory!

ASHERAH
That could be fromhere to the
mountains for all we know Sir,
can't hold himoff for that long. This
is a research station, not a warship,
she's not going to hol d!

BANG The Basil osaurus cries out again.

LA RE
Then find us a defensible position! W
can hold himoff for a couple of hours
until he gets bored or we exhaust him

ASHERAH
Aye, sir!

MARELLA
(pointing) There! That dark line in
the earth. That's a trench. He can't
be able to dive nuch deeper than this-

LO RE
(realizing) But we can!

ASHERAH
Everybody hol d onto sonet hi ng!

The Tiamat |lets out a groaning creak as she dives. Metal
scrapes agai nst the rocky sides of the trench, and the
station judders violently as it falls deeper and deeper.

Above, the Basilosaurus lets out a shriek of frustration. W
hear the water thrashing, and the clicks of its echol ocati on.

ASHERAH
Sir, we go any deeper, and the hul
isn't going to hold.

LA RE
Then this is as far as we go.

ASHERAH
If that thing finds its way down here,
it's going to tear us apart.
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LA RE
Then give hima good reason not to.

ASHERAH
Aye sir.

She flips a few swtches, and we hear the sounds of the
Ti amat ' s weapons systens com ng online.

ASHERAH
Weapons system prined, Captain.

LA RE
Fire at will.

She does. There is a sputtering series of coughs as the
projectiles whip through the water. W hear the Basil osaurus
scream and thrash. Sonething | arge noves away through the
water, and the creature's hooting cry echoes |long and | ow. ..

Then sil ence. ..

MAREL LA
did you kill it?

ASHERAH
(1 ooks at her strangely) | wasn't
aimng to. Just |ooking to buy us sone

tine.

LA RE
Shoul d be enough to scare himoff, for
now.

MARELLA
And if it wasn't?

ASHERAH
Then 1'1l be right here, on the
bridge, to nake sure he learns the
| esson.

LA RE

Gve it an hour. If there's no
nmovenent, and not hing on the screens,
send off a 10 second burst once a
mnute, for three mnutes to clear the
waters... then take us up, wth as
much speed as the Tiamat can handl e.
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ASHERAH
Aye, sir.
LA RE
Marella... Cone with me... There's

sonething | think you should see.

Loire |l eads Marella towards the door. As he pulls it open,
Asherah calls out after him

ASHERAH
Qur headi ng, Captain?
LA RE
The horizon, Talise. | want to see
what's on the other side of those
mountains... W can't go back the way
we cane. ..
FADE TO
SCENE TEN

| NT. Med Bay, The Tiamat - N GHT

Spinner lies on a cot, picking at the bandages on his side.

SPI NNER
Ow... Shit...
DESTAN
You know it' Il stop hurting and start

heal i ng the sooner you | eave it al one.

SPI NNER
YOU | eave it alone. | was inpaled by a
whal e.

DESTAN

(sni ckering) You nmean "Whal e- pal ed?"
The door sw ngs open, and Matti steps in.

SPI NNER
Christ, doc, is that supposed to be a
j oke? 1'm dyi ng here!

MATTI
You' re not dying. Don't be such a
baby.
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SPI NNER
| AMdying. Here | am half bled out
and traumati zed, and you abandoned ne,
Doc' s standi ng over there cracking
"w se", and Rey stole ny tooth, so
don't even get a goddamm souvenir!

DESTAN
What were you going to do? Wear it as
a neckl ace?

SPI NNER
Yes!

DESTAN
Do you have any idea how rmuch that
t hi ng wei ghs?

SPI NNER
G ven what | had to do to earn it in
the first place? Yeah doc, |1'd say |

could give a fair estimate!

MATTI
You can have it back when Marella's
done | ooking it over. Asherah said
she'd be happy to carve you a knife
handl e out of it... she m ght even be
able to get you two.

SPI NNER
kay. Fine... Consider ne
appeased.

Destan gl ances between the two of them and lightly clears
his throat.

DESTAN
|"ve just... got to check on sonething
with the Captain... Mtti, would you
m nd?

MATTI
Not at all.

Destan slips out of the room shutting the door behind him
Matti sits down on the edge of Spinner's bed.

SPI NNER
Guess we're even now, huh?
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MATTI
Only if you're keeping score... Howre
you feeling?

SPI NNER

Ah, you know ne. Gve ne a little bit
of breathing space, and I'II fill it.
Nice to finally have a bit of |eg
room

Listen... Matti... About-..
Y know, all that... stuff. | said.
Down there. About dying and all... |
didn't-... Cracking is one thing, but
| don"t-... | mean, I"'mnot-... (he
t akes a deep breath, gathering
hi msel )

| don't shake easy.

So... Thanks. For being so... solid.
MATTI

Anyti ne.
SPI NNER

Yeah?
MATTI

O course. (and then, teasing) |'ll
never pass up a chance to hear you
si ngi ng.

Spi nner | aughs, and | eans back against his pillows. After a
moment, he starts to hum-- Shine On, Harvest Moon. Mtti
smles, and joins him

FADE QUT.

EPI LOGUE

| NT. Asherah's Quarters, The Tiamat - N GHT

We hear the clicking of a padlock, and then the creaking of a
saf e door sw nging open. Loire renoves the scale from

Asherah's safe, and hands it to Marella, who stares at it.

LO RE
Vel | ?



MARELLA
You found this in the weckage of the
sub?

LA RE
Enbedded into the side. Sonething had
scraped up against it, and left that
behi nd.

MARELLA
(musi ng, thoughtfully) Blue-white..

LA RE
That's right.

MARELLA
But | don't understand... Wiy do you
want me to keep this fromthe others?

LA RE
(studying her) Marella... You did good
today. You had your eyes open, and you
kept your head..

There's no one el se down here, doctor.
And after everything that's
happened... everything we' ve seen?

MARELLA
You don't want to start a panic.

LA RE

Peopl e panic, and they |ose control.
We | ose control in a situation |ike
this and we die... it's as sinple as
that. Above anything else, | aimto
keep this crew safe. If that nmeans or
omtting certain truths, then so be
it.

MARELLA

That's a hard line to take, Captain.
LA RE

Losing a crew nenber is harder. | just

want to nmake sure everybody gets hone.

MAREL LA
.. What about Kiran? How nuch does he
know about all of this?
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He shuts
room

FADE QUT.

END.

LA RE
Frankly, | haven't to the | anguage to
tell him Til we figure that out?
Not hing. But I'd say M. Flint isn't
above hol ding back a few secrets of

his own... would you?
MAREL LA
Under st ood, sir.
LA RE
Good. (beat) ... | wouldn't ask if it

wasn't inportant, Marella... And | ask
now because | think that | can trust
you. Pl ease don't prove ne wong.

the safe, and the sound of it echoes through the
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