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SCENE ONE
INT. Air Vent, Aphelion Industries - DAY

Axel, Rori and Sinmon crawl along the air vents, their voices
and novenents echoing strangely in the cranped space.

AXEL
kay. Okay. Does anyone have any idea
how t he fuck those things keep finding

us?
SI MON
(quietly) They're tracking us.
AXEL
Qobvi ously, doc. | was thinking a
little bit nore along the |ines of
HOWP!
ROR

Well that's the question, isn't it.

AXEL
It's like they're deliberately trying
to box us in!

SI MON
They are.
beat .
ROR
Don't say that.
SI MON
Wiy not? It's true.
AXEL
How do you know
SI MON
They're playing with us. The creatures
in the tunnel... the one that was
hi di ng sonewhere in the lab, until we
needed a place to hide... the one in
the stairwell... They're not just
hunting us. They're... | ooking for

sonet hi ng. . .



AXEL
What ?
SI MON
l-... | nmean... (rubs their face, and
coughs) No, that's-... Sorry, | don't
know why-... It's... They're being..

del i berate. Stal king us. Wth purpose.
They' re having fun.

A heavy silence lingers.

SI MON
So, does anybody have an actual plan?

AXEL
Well if anybody's got snacks, | figure
we can always stay up here for a
decade or so. Make a canping trip of
it.

The air seenms to warp and shimer slightly, as Axel hears
Chel's voice, faint, untethered and reverberating through the
vent .

CHEL
You are astonishingly liaise-faire for
sonmeone who's trapped in a vent and
al nost di ed today.

AXEL
Just part of ny charm
SI MON
What ?
AXEL
CHEL

Hey... Breathe... Focus..

AXEL
(under his breath) | really don't want
to be here...

CHEL
You can do this.

The worl d shifts back towards regul ar sound as her voice
f ades away.



SI MON

Axel ?
AXEL
Not hing. Sorry. ... Captain? Plan?
ROR
We'l|l head as high up as we can go.

These vents nove through the entire
buil ding. At some point, we have to
hit access to the roof, or find a

w ndow we can squeeze through... sone
sort of break in the arnor.

S| MON
W' re breaking the quarantine?

RCOR
VWhat ot her choice do we have?

SI MON
You're going to |l et those things out
of the buil ding?
beat .

RORI
We' Il think of sonething.

Si non coughs.

AXEL
You okay doc?

SI MON
(choking a little) Y-yeah. Sorry. |
just... r-running. Falling. Al nost

dying and clinbing into vents. It's
not... L-like |I said, bad lungs. (they

cough) My chest... hurts. It burns.
ROR
We shoul d st op.
SI MON
N-no! I'mfine. | just want to get out
of here.
ROR

Are you sure?



SI MON
I"'mf-fine! | can do this.

AXEL
... Sinon, we're not going to | eave
you behi nd.

SI MON
| just... (coughing nore violently) 1I-
| just... n-need a second... Just...
Just give ne a second... I'm... |I'm
fine...

They al |l stop.
ROR

Take all the tine you need.

Si non | ays down, struggling to breathe.

AXEL
Can you hear that?

SI MON
S-sorry... That's just ne.
AXEL
No... It isn't... listen..

They strain to listen. In the sem-silence, a strange sound
can be heard echoing around through the air duct. It

undul ates, rolling, like thunder... a rising and falling
storm of sound.. .

The realization hits themall, alnost sinultaneously.

ROR)
(voi ce breaking) Oh ny god...

The screanms continue to vibrate through the walls of the
vent. Wnen's voices plead prayers into the suffering-choked
air. Gown nen sob with terror, unseen and al one. Sounds of
crystal punctuate, beating out a sharp, staccato rhythm The
chorus of the dammed swells, voices suddenly and sharply cut
of f, one by one, even as others rise to take their places.
The whol e of the building seens to pulse with the death song.
Below it all, Gorgon song rings.

S| MON
Is... is that-



AXEL
They' re everywhere.

SI MON
No, that's... that's not possible.
It's too fast. How

RORI
Al'l those people..

AXEL
This can't be happening..

A soft sob breaks himfromhis reverie. He turns.

AXEL
Rori ?

She's crying. Unable to stop herself, or hide it.

reaches for her.

AXEL
Rori ...
ROR
| have to find ny dad.
AXEL
He's not -
ROR
No. Qutside. When we get out. | have
to-... We have to stop this. W have

to do sonething. But | don't-... |
don't know what to do. There's nothing
we can do!

AXEL
(more to hinself than to her, quiet,
om nous) Yes there is.

ROR
(to herself) | have to get you out of
her e.

SI MON

(to thenselves) It's too fast...

Axel

A burst of static as Rori's comms unit sparks to life.

transm ssion is fuzzy, barely conprehensible.

The



DECLAN
(urgent) Captain? Captain, are you
there? Rori, cone on, PLEASE

RORI
Decl an? Declan, |'mhere! Talk to ne,
are you okay?

SI MON
Who is that?

AXEL
That's the cavalry.

RORI
That's nmy crew... Declan? Declan, can
you hear ne?

DECLAN
Captain! Mdl, |'ve got themn

MOLLY
Ch thank god. Are you alright?!

ROR)
Yes, we're fine. What are you talking
about ?

DECLAN
W' ve been hailing you for over an
hour! But | keep hitting sone sort of
i nterference.

MOLLY
We think it mght be sonething to do
with those aliens. It's the sanme sort
of signal we were picking up back on
t he Adamanti ne. Sonet hi ng about them
is putting our equipnent on the fritz.
We t hought you were dead.

DECLAN
We managed to find a shuttle. We're
about hal fway to the saf ehouse now.

S| MON
There's a saf ehouse?

MOLLY
VWho's that?



SI MON

Uh... I'mSinon... Dr. Sinon Medlin.
Sorry, | didn't nean-
MOLLY
You're Sinon?
S| MON
Yes?
MOLLY

H'! Chel used to talk about you all
the tinmel I"'mMI! MIly... This is

Declan... W're comng to rescue you
SI MON

MIl? H ... I-... Chel used to talk

about you too... I-... I"'msorry...
MOLLY

-... Yeah... I'm.. I'"'msorry too.
DECLAN

What's that echo? Were are you guys?
How cl ose are you?

RORI
Uh, funny story about that. W' re back
at Aphelion Industries-

DECLAN AND MOLLY
VWHAT?!

AXEL
And we're stuck in an air vent.

DECLAN
How d you manage that?

AXEL
Long story. But suffice it to say, the
tunnel is a bust.

RORI
Those things are crawing all over the
bui | di ng.

MOLLY
W know.



ROR
VWhat ? How?

MOLLY
(grimy) Declan hacked into the
security caneras.

DECLAN
Hacked is such a negative phrase..
|... circunvented the conpany's
security neasures... It was all for
you captain! W couldn't reach you
once you got down into the | abs, so |
figured we'd better check up on you!

RCOR
And?
MOLLY
It doesn't | ook good.
ROR
How bad is it?
MOLLY
VWll, so far as we can tell, there

wer e about two hundred and fifty,
maybe three hundred people trapped in
the buil ding when the quarantine
precautions kicked in. As far as we
could tell, there were only three
aliens in the building... The two from
the ship, and the one in Axel's suite.
But then, a little while ago, we
spotted a forth one com ng out of the
ship. It nmust've still been init's
gestation period, or hiding somewhere.
And that was fine until...

ROR
Until ?

MOLLY
The one you brought up fromthe
ship... The big one. W saw it and the
smal l er one fromthe suites chase you
into the storage room The little one
managed to get the door open, but when
the big one tried clinbing over that
mass or whatever barricadi ng the door
it started acting... strange.



Sinon tries to stifle a cough in the background. No one seens
to hear them

MOLLY
It was noving around the trap door,
twsting and... it kept shifting, |ike

it was grappling with sonething,
havi ng trouble holding its shape..
Then these two wonen cane into the
lab, and it just... (she has to take a
breath, shaken) I-it attacked them It
was so fast.

Sinmon is coughing nore violently now. Axel |ooks at themin
concern.

AXEL
Hey, Doc... You okay?

SI MON
l-... I"'mfine... Ssorry... I'm... S-
sorry. ..

MOLLY
They started to change... al nost
instantly. The scream ng was-... That
crystal just... grew up, out of them
Splitting their skin, twi sting them
into-... It couldn't have taken nore
than... three mnutes? And they were

gone. A mnute or two after that
little parts of themstarted to
just... crack, and split off, and nore
of those creatures just cane..

pouring out. They're sonme sort of
parasite. And whatever it is they cane
in contact with down in the lab... it

| ooks |ike they're nutating.

ROR
Ch ny god. ..
DECLAN
Gorgons... is... what the Janus team

called them | found a quick nmention
of themin one of the physical files,
but... we're still sifting through the
dat a.

RORI
Is there any-... Sinon? Sinon are you



10.

okay?!

Sinmon is coughing so violently it seems to nake the air duct
vibrate slightly. Their face is pale, and rapidly starting to
turn bl ue.

ROR
Si non!

MOLLY
VWhat is it?! What's happeni ng?!

ROR
Oh ny god, they're choking!

AXEL
Looks |ike sonmething's stuck in their
throat- Sinon... Sinon hey, |ook at
me. Just-... breathe, Sinon, keep

breathing! Rori, help ne! Get them up-
Si non, stay with us. Hey, you're going
to be okay.

Si non wheezes hel pl essly. Axel waps his arns around them
and, as best he can in the tight space, attenpts a Heimich
maneuver .

AXEL
Cone on, Sinpbn, breathe... BREATHE...

For an instant, there is nothing...

And then Sinon coughs. Sonmething small and hard flies out of
their nouth and hits the floor of the air duct with a soft,
hi gh pitched clink. Sinon gasps for air, choking and

ret chi ng.

AXEL
(deeply relieved) Easy, doc! Easy...
You're okay... W've got you... You're
okay. ..

RORI
(sl umpi ng back) OCh thank god. |
t hought -

SI MON
(wheezing, trying to speak) D-don't...
don't...

Axel catches sight of the object glittering on the fl oor.
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AXEL
VWhat IS that?

He reaches for it, but-

Shaki ng,
thing up
i nspect .

Axel and

Sinon is
fragnent.

SI MON
(violently) DON T TOUCH I T!
ROR
Si non?
SI MON
(hoarsely) Don't touch it... Don't
touch it...

wheezi ng, Sinon reaches out and gently scrapes the
fromthe floor, and holds it up for the others to

Rori gasp
ROR

ls... is that-
AXEL

Crystal...

still staring at the small, glittering obsidian
SI MON

Black Orion... Look... It- (coughs) I-

it even has the sane... sane pattern

as a col ony structure...

AXEL

Oh... Sinon... Sinmon no..
SI MON

| think... we have a problem.
MOLLY

What' s happeni ng?

AXEL
(softly) Sinon's infected.

Axel, Rori and Sinon all stare at the hardened crystal.

SI MON
(coughs) | don't... even renenber



when. .. h-how ..

MOLLY
Ch god. ..

SI MON
Well. That answers why that thing in
the tunnels didn't kill ne... Didn't
see any need. ..

RORI
W have to get out of here.

AXEL
Ckay. Sinmon, just... lay there. I'm
gonna clinb over and get in front of
you, and then you just... | don't
know, wrap your arnms around ne, we're
gonna drag you out of here.

SI MON
Wh- what ?

ROR
Axel -

AXEL
We are NOT | eavi ng t hem behi nd.

ROR
| f somet hi ng happens-

AXEL
(softly) They're here. In front of us.
Still alive, still breathing, Rori. W
can fix this.

beat .

RORI
Ckay.

SI MON
Wi t -

ROR
Mol, if we send you a bio-scan for
Si non, can you work out a cure?

MOLLY
-... | don't know | don't know if



beat .

beat .

have enough information- | still can't
get a handl e on exactly what these
t hi ngs are, and-

RORI
| need a yes or a no answer, Dr.
Bessel. Can you do it?

MOLLY
... Yes. Yes. | can. | will. Just get
them out of the buil ding.

ROR
kay.
SI MON
NO.
AXEL
What ?
ROR
Si non-
SI MON
| said no.
AXEL
You'l | die.
SI MON
| know.
AXEL
That thing is going to kill you, you
can't just... STAY HERE. You want to
end up |Iike those things?
SI MON
(very calm matter of fact) No, | want
to keep it. I'"'mgoing to nerge with

it, and we're going to get you out of
her e.

AXEL

13.
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SI MON

You're not going to have a choice.
ROR

Si non-
SI MON

No, listen... sooner or later this...

this THNGis going to kill ne.

won't be able to stop it. But if I was
going to change as fast as the others,
| would have done it by now | think
the Gorgon mght still be trying to
grapple with that black Oion sanple

i nhal ed back in the lab! It can't
concentrate on fighting with two hosts
at once... That neans there's tine. W
still have a chance.

So long as it's a part of ne, the

Gorgons will leave nme alone, right? W
saw that down in the tunnels. Wich
means | can shield you. | can get you
to the exit... and then you can
escape.

If | can just... keep the creature at
bay... you just mght nmake it out of

this alive.

ROR
But Mol could cure you-

S| MON
[t's not worth the ri sk.

ROR
O course it's worth the risk! Sinon,
you can't just- W're not going to |et
t his happen to you!

SI MON
(not unkindly) I think it's alittle
|ate for that, Captain.

AXEL
We're not having this conversation,
doc. You're comng with us. W'l
figure this out-



SI MON
No! You're not listening to ne!
AXEL
Si non-
SI MON
| want this! | can help and I-... I'm
not scared. | know | should be... it's

not the dying that scares nme, it's-..
|... hear them The Gorgons. They're
all... One. Al the sane. This..
buzzi ng hive of voices calling in ny
head... and that's the way | want it
to stay. | won't be torn apart from
the inside. | won't be pushed out, |et
them becone ne. This is ny heart. My
body. I am ny own.

But... even if by sone mracle, we
manage to make it out of here alive,
you can't take ne with you... You
can't let this thing inside ne get out
into the real world... And I'm.. |I'm
not going to be able to keep up with
you nmuch longer. | can't breathe. It
feels |like something' s... wapping
itself around ne fromthe inside, and
squeezing ne out-... it hurts... It
hurts, and it just... keeps... getting
worse. This is only the begi nning. But
you can stop it it fromgetting worse,
if I can get you out of here. You
can't... fix this thing inside ne..

but you can help ne fight to stay
myself, at least a little while
longer. And |I'Il keep you both as safe
as | can in the nmeantine.

AXEL
(softly) We prom sed not to | eave you
behi nd.

SI MON

And you didn't. You' ve... you' ve been
kind. Kept nme with you this |ong. But
if I"mputting your lives in danger,
when you have a real chance at nmaking
it out of this, making a difference..
Y-you have to stop this. End it,
sonehow. The two of you? |I know you'l

15.



figure it out. You can't risk that. |
won't let you.

MOLLY
Si non-
SI MON
No, it's... it's okay, Mdl. Don't-..

|"mjust sorry |I'mnever going to get
a chance to really neet you..

RCOR
If Mol can find a cure-

SI MON
Do you know what you're risking if
they can't-

MOLLY
| can.

SI MON
But -

MOLLY

But you have to give ne a chance.

And so long as there's hope, there's a
chance. Even when things are dark, and
t he whole world seens to be pointing
to the fact that... there's no such
thing as a happy ending. But a cure
could nake a difference. And Sinon..
you hol di ng onto your personhood is
the only hope we've got. If we |ose
you, if we |eave you behind... it's
gone. You're allowed to be scared
right now You're allowed to not want

to make this... very hard decision. W
won't nake you. |If you say no... then
it's a no. But... we need your

humanity. W need you to nake it out
of this, Sinon, or | don't know if any

of the rest of us will. If those
t hings escape, if we can't conme up
with a way to stop them... There's no

chance of tonorrow w thout you. YOU
Si non, all your own.

All we need is for you to fight for
yoursel f |l ong enough for us to get

16.



beat .

Axel

and

17.

you. None of us are going to abandon
you. Let us fight with you, and |
prom se, we won't |et you go.

SI MON
... Okay. Just-... promse-..
(steadying thenself, trying to be
brave) Prom se you won't let it take
ne.

AXEL
Si non-

SI MON
| nean it. ... It's taken ne a
l[ifetime to find nyself. To figure
out... all that I am who | want to
be. To want to BE... all parts of
nmyself. It's taken decades to find a
way to love who | aminside ny own
skin. To understand |I'm nore than just
the wappings. That | exist as nore
t han bl ood and bone, no matter how

much | | ove ny outsides or how | ong
|"ve spent crafting themto reflect ny
truest Me. And | can't-.... |'ve lived

out side of nyself before, and I-... |
can't go back. It's taken...
everything to get here. To be ne.
But... life is nothing, if not change.
So if... if you can't save ne-..

Rori | ook at one another.

AXEL
(softly) Ckay. Then we're going to
save you. (cold, resolving) And then
|"mgoing to wi pe these things off the
face of the fucking Earth.

SI MON
And if you can't?
AXEL
We're going to save you
SI MON
But if you can't. ... don't-... (wth

all the bravery they can nuster)
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don't give up on ne? Just... hold onto
the real nme? Hold out for the person
am.. the Me beyond the body... even
if | change?

(trying to make light of it) Save ny
brain! That's where all the nost
interesting bits are anyway. O keep
me around in a jar or somnething.
(smling weakly) Who knows... Maybe

you'll find a way to bring ne back.
AXEL
You-... You think there's a chance-..

They might still be-

SI MON
The Gorgons are a Hve Mnd, right?
Anyt hi ng' s possi bl e.

AXEL
(deeply unsettled, not daring to hope)
Ri ght. ..
SI MON
So... if this goes sideways? (beat)
Prom se nme. Pl ease.
beat .
AXEL
Okay. I'"Il-... | promse
SI MON
(relieved) Thank you.
AXEL
Let's get you out of here.
SI MON
O okay. ..
AXEL

Cone here. W'l| get that scan going
and send it to Ml.

SI MON
Ckay.

We hear the sounds of a bio-scan going in the background, and
then a confirmation beep as the scan is sent off.



A sudden

SI MON
(qui etly) Thank you.
AXEL
Just hold onto ne. Rori, I'mfollow ng

your | ead.
sound echoes through the vent. A piercing alarm

COVPUTER VO CE
Initiating Quarantine Stage Two.
Initiating Quarantine Stage Two.
Begi nni ng Preparation..

DECLAN
Oh hell, what now?

ROR
The building is noving into the next
stage of the quarantine procedure.

SI MON
Meani ng?!

AXEL
(quietly) Meaning we're about to go
t hrough a cl eanse. ..

SI MON
A what ?

AXEL
We-... There's an energency procedure
in place... in case the building was
ever under threat from a biol ogica
contagion... R ght now, the quarantine
systens are rel easing a chemn ca
cocktail into Aphelion's pipelines.

Al the water in the systemis about
to get mxed with intensely
concentrated acid. In a couple of
mnutes tine, the fire suppression
systemis going to turn on.

SI MON
A-and?

AXEL
When was the last tinme you decided to
dance in acid rain?

19.



ROR
We have to get out of here.
DECLAN
We'll circle back around to Aphelion

and find a way to pick you guys up.

AXEL
Great, but we still don't actually
have any way to get to you.

DECLAN
|"mpulling up the building schematics
now... There should be a small access
panel that |eads to an exhaust shaft,
up on the top floor of the building..
by the executive conference roons.

| aughs.

AXEL
O course. O... of course! W go al
the way down to the basenent-

ROR
The Universe is such a bitch
DECLAN
This-... | NTERFERENCE! Sorry. The best

| can tell you is that it's at the end
of the hall, opposite to the

el evators. There should be sone sort
of panel. You're gonna have to shinmmy
maybe ten or fifteen feet up the
exhaust tube, to get up to the roof.

AXEL
After this? Piece of cake.

ROR
Ch DONT jinx it.
DECLAN
We' || see you on the other side.

MOLLY
Stay safe! See you soon, Sinon!

SI MON
Yeah... See you...

20.



The 1ine

FADE QUT.

END.

RORI
(smrking) Bye Ml...

MOLLY
Oh! Right! Bye, Captain!

fizzles into static.

COVPUTER VO CE
Begi nni ng Quar anti ne Phase Two.
Preparation conplete. Distribution
will beginin T-Mnus 3 mnutes...
M nus 3 mnutes...

T-

21.



