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SCENE ONE
INT. Ops - U S.S. Rusal ka - DAY

Har per stands by the helm her attention torn between the
screen in front of her, and Pippa, who is underneath the
station with a tool box. W hear her banging around a bit,

bef ore she pops her head out.

PI P
Okay! Try it now.

HARPER
Rodger dodger.

Har per types sonething into the interface. The station does

not respond.

HARPER
Not hi ng.

Pi ppa slides back under the station and we hear her banging

around agai n.

PI P
Now? Try turning her... um.. 20
points to the... left.
HARPER
Poi nt s?
Pl P
That’'s nautical, isn't it?
HARPER
(typing) Hell o, Rusalka I nterface!
Unh... please turn 20 'points’ to

the- My left or yours?

Pl P
| don’t knowl Left! Starboard!

HARPER
Left is port, Pip.

Pl P
VWhat ever! Just see if she turns!

HARPER
Okay (resumes typing) 20 points to
Port. Aaaaaaand. ..

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

The conputer lets out a horrible high pitched screeching
sound. Harper claps her hands over her ears. Pippa yel ps and
bangs her head on the underside of the station.

HARPER (cont’ d)
Shut it of f!

Pl P
You shut it off!

Har per scranmbles to turn off the machine, as Scarlett enters

Ops.

SCARLETT
What the hell is going on in here?!

HARPER
Pi ppa!

Fl ustered, Pippa grabs a handful of wiring fromthe
underside of the station and rips it out. The screeching

noi se dies instantly... so does the conputer.
HARPER (cont’ d)
Oh no... Pip...
Pl P
l.
SCARLETT
What... the hell... do you two

| DI OTS t hink you' re doi ng?
(spotting the wires in Pippa s
hands and the tool box) Wat did you
do to ny ship?!

HARPER
(slightly awed) | think she just
ri pped out the central processing

system ..
Pl P
And the auxiliary controls..
SCARLETT
VHAT?!
Pl P
It was an accident...
SCARLETT
An ACCI DENT?!

She rushes over to the helm

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

SCARLETT (cont’ d)
An accident is spilling coffee, or
hitting the swtch for the centra
heating system TH S (She kicks the
t ool box, sending things flying)
l-... You SLAUGHTERED ny ship! 1I...
... Qut. QUT. BOTH OF YOQU. Qut.

NOW
HARPER
Where are we supposed to-
SCARLETT
| don’t care. Qut of this room OQut
of this ship! I don’'t care! Just...

Qut of Ops. NEVER in Ops. You two
are BANNED. BANNED

HARPER
VWhat ?! You can’'t ban us!

SCARLETT
Oh- ho-ho you wanna bet? (points at
Pi p) You! Banned! (and Harper)
Banned! Banned, banned, BANNED! Now
get out!

HARPER
W were just trying to hel p! See
Pi ppa had this idea-

SCARLETT
(trying to cal mherself down) Stop
t al ki ng.

HARPER

W were just trying to connect a
few of the systens! Sort of |ike an
update for the auto-pilot-

SCARLETT
| said stop tal ki ng!

HARPER
But it’s a good idea! She was just
trying to hel p-

SCARLETT
| DON' T NEED YOUR KIND OF HELP. |
don’t need you touching things, and
breaki ng ny ship, and getting | ost!
VWhat did | say to you two on day
one, huh? Wat did | say? |I am not

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

SCARLETT (cont’ d)
your nmother. | amnot here to
babysit you two! | can’t turn ny
back on you for a second w t hout
you two getting into trouble, can
| ?

HARPER
We... we're sorry.

SCARLETT
(glaring at Pippa) What, she can't
speak?

PI P
(about 1 nean word away from
j unpi ng ship and sw mm ng hone)
... 1.,

HARPER
(gently, to Pip) It’'s okay... W'l
fix it. (to Scarlett) W'll fix it.

SCARLETT
Then fix it. ... NOW

Har per and Pip both junp and scranble for the station. W
hear themrattling around, while Scarlett paces back and
forth, trying to cool down.

Pl P
(slightly muffled) Um .. |-...
um .. o-okay... So... If we
just-... If you just pass ne those
pliers there... And 1’1l just put

this back here... And if | just-

There’s a strange, buzzing sound and the lights flicker and
abruptly die. Everyone freezes, and goes deadly quiet.

Scarlett starts to laugh. It’s not a nice sound. It’s the
| augh of a soon-to-be-serial-killer.

SCARLETT
(Way God? Wiy nme?) Well. ... Well!
That’s... that’s perfect, Pippa.
Really. 1... What can | say? You

fixed it!

Pippa starts to cry. It's soft, but there’'s no doubt about
it.

( CONTI NUED)
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SCARLETT (cont’ d)
(taken aback) I-... Pippa...

Pip’s crying | ouder now, utterly panicked and upset. Harper
wraps an arm around her. Scarlett, neanwhile, doesn’'t have a
clue what to do, but oh here comes that guilty feeling..

HARPER
Pip... Pip, it’s okay. Hey, you're
okay.
Pl P
" msorry!
HARPER
| know... | know... It’s okay.
Pl P
| d-didn’t... | didn’t mnean to!
HARPER

| know you didn’t, Pip. It’s okay.
Acci dents happen. You’' re okay...

Unconfortably, Scarlett turns her back on the pair and pulls
her wal kie-talkie fromher belt. W hear the device beep
musically to life.

SCARLETT
(into the wal kie) Atlas. This is
Commander Scarlett to Dr. Atlas.
Atl as, can you hear ne?

A brief pause, and then...

ATLAS
(over the wal kie) |Is soneone up
t here playing a bl oody joke?
Where’'d all the lights go?

SCARLETT
Just the Wonder Twi ns at work
again. Can you nake it up to Qps in
this? Oficer Canpbell wll need
your help in repairing one of the
stations.

ATLAS

O course. Tell Pippa I'll be there
in a mnute.

( CONTI NUED)
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SCARLETT
Copy that.

Scarlett switches off the wal kie and turns to Harper.

SCARLETT (cont’ d)
Bennett. You're with ne.

HARPER
VWhat ?

SCARLETT
Do you hear the engines?

Harper listens. Scarlett has a point. The ship is eerily
qui et .

SCARLETT (cont’ d)
Yeah. Neither do |I. Which neans
we're either dead in the water, or
they’re runni ng and not connected
to anything, which nmeans they're
over-heating. You' re going to help
me make sure they’ ve been properly
taken offline.

HARPER
But Pi p-

SCARLETT
Pip stays here to think about what
she did, and fix the ship. No
aux-controls neans we’'re sitting in
a submarine that can’'t be steered,
and doesn’t currently have an air
filtration system Do you |ike
breathing O ficer Bennett? | sure
do!

HARPER
Yes, but-

SCARLETT
She’s a big girl. Look, see? She's
cried it out. Atlas will be here in
a mnute. She’s going to be okay.
Now hurry up.

Scarlett |eaves the roomw thout a backwards gl ance. Har per

hesitates, then gives Pip a quick hug, before follow ng the
conmander .

( CONTI NUED)
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HARPER
1’1l be back before you know it.
It’s... it’s gonna be okay. You’ ve
got this.
FADE TO
SCENE TWO

I NT. Corridor - U S.S. Rusal ka - Monents Later

Scarlett |eads the way down the hall with a flashlight.
Harper is struggling to keep up, and glaring at the back of
t he commander’ s head.

HARPER
You didn’t have to be such a bully,
you know.

Scarl ett doesn’t respond.

HARPER (cont’ d)
She was doing her best. Just trying
to be hel pful. What exactly was
yel ling at her supposed to do?

SCARLETT
(eyes on the ground) Watch your
st ep.

HARPER

Are you going to answer me?

SCARLETT
| " m your commandi ng officer. |
don’t have to answer you if | don't

want to.
HARPER
Vell, I’mnot in the arny. Wich
means nobody’s ny conmandi ng
officer. | don’t answer to you.
SCARLETT

You sure about that?

Harper falters. Scarlett sighs and shakes her head, and they
nove on in silence.

SCARLETT (cont’ d)

(after a nonent) It’s not |ike
WANTED t o nmake her cry.

( CONTI NUED)
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HARPER
VWll, you did.

SCARLETT
(snapping) | know I did! Thank you,
O ficer Bennett, |I am VERY aware

that | nmade a subordinate officer
cry! I know that! (beat) I...
didn't think | was that scary.

HARPER
(not unkindly) You are.

SCARLETT
Yeah. Evidentially. (under her
breath) Shit. (beat) Well. Mybe

it’ll teach her not to screw around
so much. The ship was fine the way
it was.

Har per gives her a | ook.
And even if it wasn't, there are
PROTOCOLS for that sort of thing!
You two col ossal screw ups m ght
know that if you d ever been on a
sub before.

HARPER
VWll we haven't. Are we supposed to
just magically know this stuff?

SCARLETT
It’s called conmon sense? | don’t
just go into your roomand rip the
circuits out of the walls. Aren’'t
you supposed to be the brainy one?
Pick up a book.

HARPER
O you could learn to conmuni cate
properly, like a real |eader

instead of just scream ng at people
all the tine.

It’s |ike Harper has sl apped Scarlett in the face. The
commander gl ares at the younger wonan for a noment, then
turns away.

SCARLETT
Vell nmaybe, if Killian had given ne
a proper crew, | wouldn't need to.

They’ ve reached the engine roomby this point, and Scarl ett
pul I s open the door.

( CONTI NUED)
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SCARLETT (cont’ d)
Conme on. Let’s get to work.

FADE TO

SCENE THREE
I NT. Engine Room- U S.S. Rusal ka - Monents Later

Scarlett is already busy checking one of the engines.

SCARLETT
Check the pressure gauge on that
engine, there. If it’s still in the

white, then we’re okay.

HARPER
Yeah. Fi ne.

Har per noves to the other engine. The atnosphere is tense.
Nei t her woman has said half of what she’'d like to, and it’s
just a matter of who will break the silence first.

SCARLETT
This one’s okay. Looks like it was
a clean shut down, with the rest of
t he systens.

Har per doesn’t respond.

SCARLETT (cont’d)
I’1l say this for your friend..
she... appears to know her stuff.
She didn't kill us, anyway.

Still nothing.

SCARLETT (cont’ d)
Look, I-... I'"msorry, okay? |I know
you guys all think that |1’ m sone
sort of... raging bitch, or
what ever, but in case you haven’t
noti ced, sonebody has to be. I'm
just trying to make sure nothing
cat astrophi ¢ happens where we all
end up dead, and you guys aren’'t
exactly making it easy for ne!
(beat) Not that... that’s your
fault. We're barely into the first
leg of this thing, and... (sighs)
Look, | don’'t LIKE to be the bitch,
okay? It’s not like I'’malways |ike

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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SCARLETT (cont’ d)
this. | don't get ny kicks
terrifying small children, and

yelling at ny crew mates. | don’t
want to be the bully. | HATE
bullies... | don"t WANT to be
the big, mean, scary bad guy
everybody hates... but I will. If

it nmeans everybody cones through

this thing in one piece, then
will. No questions asked.
beat .
HARPER
(slightly chastened) We don’t hate
you.
SCARLETT

(Doesn’t believe her, and
pretending not to care with a HEAVY
| ayer of sarcasn) Just nmaybe shout
a bit less, yeah?

HARPER
It couldn’t hurt.

The buzzing hum of the fluorescents fills the roomas the
i ghts suddenly cone back on, quickly followed by the | ow
burr of the engines.

HARPER (cont’ d)
Hey! And Pippa said, let there be
[ight! (grins) See? Just got to
have a little faith.

SCARLETT
(hiding a smle) Yeah, yeah. Nobody
i kes a smartass.
Scarlett pulls out her wal kie again and heads for the door,
Har per at her heels.

SCARLETT (cont’ d)
(into the walkie) Atlas. I'm
guessing everything upstairs is in
wor ki ng order?

ATLAS
(over the wal kie) Ahh... well..

( CONTI NUED)
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SCARLETT
What is it?

ATLAS
Vll the lights are back on,
conmander, and the central
conputers are running but...

SCARLETT
But ?
ATLAS
You' d better cone see for yourself.
CUT TO
SCENE FOUR

INT. Ops - U.S.S. Rusalka - Mnents Later
Everyone is gathered around the helm

SCARLETT
What do you nean, no?

AUTO
| nean no.

SCARLETT
|"msorry. |I’mconfused. W is
hell this, and why the hell won’t
he l et ne access the navigationa
drive?

PI P
(still alittle shaken) He... he’s
the ship’s interface Harper was
hel ping me to install... H's nane
is Auto... And we can't access the
navi gational drive because um..

because we don’t... we don't...

SCARLETT
(sighing) Because we don’t HAVE a
navi gati onal drive anynore... Is
that it?

Pl P
um ..

( CONTI NUED)
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12.

AUTO
Correct.

SCARLETT
Right. O course we don’'t. Because
it’s just that kind of day, isn't

it?
Pl P
| -1"m sorry conmander .
SCARLETT
It’s... not your fault. W just

| ost all of our mapping technol ogy,
and possibly our ability to steer,
but it’s no one’s fault. It’s..
it’s no one’s fault.

Pl P
You’' re nad.

SCARLETT
No. |’ m not nad.

ATLAS
Commander, do you need to sit down?

SCARLETT
["’mnot mad. |'mfine.

HARPER
Are you sure? You don’t | ook so
good.

SCARLETT
|’m finel!

AUTO
Per haps a gl ass of water? But not
fromaround here! Fun fact: Salt
wat er makes up about 71% of the
Earth's surface! It’s fun to swm
in, but deadly to drink! If you
tried, you d die of dehydration!

SCARLETT
did that thing just... spit an
ocean fun-fact at ne?

Pl P
It works!

( CONTI NUED)
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13.

ATLAS
That was i ntentional ?

HARPER
(I aughing) On ny god.

PI P
... | thought it would be nice if
we could interface with the ship
from places other than Ops... in
case sonet hing went wong and we
couldn’'t get to the bridge... Auto
can foll ow basic instructions, and
he can indicate when sonething is
wong. A lot of the ship’s existing
systens are outdated, and | knew
there had to be a better way to
cope with themall. So | devel oped
an interface programto nonitor
everything and performcertain
tasks around the ship. This boat’s
neant to be crewed by WAY nore than
four people. Auto can serve as al
t he personnel we don’t have. But I
think I overloaded the ship’s
systens, and that’s why everything
shut down... But now we have Auto,
and it’s not |like he's, you know,
actual ly sentient or anything, so
he can’t, you know... go HAL 9000
on us.

AUTO
| " m standing right here.

PI P
You can’t stand, Auto, you don’'t
have | egs.

SCARLETT
But how di d you-

PI P
Those fun fact buttons were all
over the place, so | just connected
themto the central conputer
system

ATLAS
(i npressed) You did what? How?

( CONTI NUED)
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14.

Pl P
It wasn’t hard... But... You know,
now we have access from everywhere,
and we can have fun facts whenever
we want!

Everyone stares at her.

PIP (cont’d)

Don’t you guys like fun facts?
AUTO

| do.
SCARLETT

Ckay. Fine. How do we get this
thing to rel oad the navigationa
files?

ATLAS
Have you tried turning it off and
turning it on agai n?

SCARLETT
Don’t you have sone catheters to
count ?

ATLAS

No, but 1’'d be happy to set up an
enema if you' d care to rel ax?

SCARLETT
| AM RELAXED! (beat) ... | nean-
| amrelaxed. |I'mfine. See?
ATLAS
Uh- huh.
PI P
A few of the systens still haven't

come back online yet. Maybe Auto
just needs a bit of tine to warm
up?

ATLAS
If that were the case, then the
navi gati ons system woul d show up
here (she indicates the screen).
You can see all of the systens that
are mal functioning, or booting up,
or offline. Navigation isn’t one of
them It’s just... gone.

( CONTI NUED)
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15.

HARPER
So we don’t know where we’'re goi ng?

ATLAS
We don’t even know what direction
we're pointed in. We're flying
bl i nd.

SCARLETT
Pip, that thing doesn’t happen to
have a GPS, does it?

PI P
Unhh, no, comrander.
SCARLETT
Well, looks Iike we’'re doing this

the ol d fashioned way, then. (she
takes the helm Harper, didn't you
say sonething about a library?

HARPER
Yes. ..
SCARLETT
Think you can find it again?
HARPER
Vel l, maybe..
SCARLETT

Yes or no, Oficer Bennett...
(deliberately gentle) It’s okay to
say no.

HARPER
No, I-... | nean yes! Yes. | can
find it, commander.

SCARLETT
Good. Take Dr. Atlas with you, and
bring me every map and star chart
you can find.

HARPER
Star charts?

SCARLETT
You heard nme. Can’t know where
we're going if we don’t know where
we are. Constellations should be
enough to give us a rough fix. So
we' || surface, cut the engines, and
wait until dark.

( CONTI NUED)
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16.
HARPER
You know how to do that?
SCARLETT
Sure. And | suggest bringing
snacks. We'll be out there a while.
ATLAS

Ch! And bl ankets! | have the
perfect book to read.

HARPER
Sounds |ike a party.
PI P
And. .. ne, conmander?
SCARLETT
You? You stay here, and help ne
figure out howto work this... (she
gl ances unconfortably at the
transformed helm ...thing.
AUTO
Aut o.
SCARLETT
Aut o. . .
PI P
Yes, conmander.
SCARLETT
You have your assignnents, |adies.

Hop to it!

Har per and Atlas | eave. Scarlett turns to Pip.

SCARLETT (cont’d)
So. W have an auto-pilot now. ..

Pl P
He’'s... less of an auto-pilot...
nore of a ship’'s interface. | nean,
he COULD steer the ship... if he
wanted to... but he’'s nostly
just... here to help.

SCARLETT
Yeah, | don't |ike-... Technol ogy
and | don’t really... Get along.
But this is-... | nean... (beat)

Good j ob, Pippa.

( CONTI NUED)
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Pl P
Commander -
SCARLETT
hp mean it. You... This-... You

o
did a good job
Pi ppa sm | es.
beat .

SCARLETT (cont’ d)
| don’t suppose... you could see if
you coul d do sonet hi ng about that
thing’ s voice, could you? | was
kind of enjoying the all-girl’s
t hi ng. .

Pl P
Yeah, sure.

SCARLETT
O course... you d need access to
the bridge... and I can’t exactly
run Qps without ny Chief
Engi neer. ..

PI P
What about Harper?

SCARLETT
... mght be persuaded that you..
need an assistant. Fromtine to
time. So long as you warn nme before
you start on any new projects.

PI P
(smles) I'll see what | can do.

FADE TO:

SCENE FI VE

EXT. U S.S. Rusal ka - Evening

Waves crash against the hull of the Rusalka. In the far
di stance, birds wheel and cry out. The crew is seated

t oget her around the escape hatch, wapped in blankets as the
sun sets over the water

( CONTI NUED)
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18.

ATLAS
(reading) "Stretching directly from
the strange olden ruin on the far
islet to the wani ng noon, ny eyes
seened to trace a beam of faint
qui veri ng radi ance having no
reflection in the waters of the
bog. And upward along that pallid
path ny fevered fancy pictured a
thin shadow slowy withing; a
vague contorted shadow struggling
as if drawn by unseen daenons.
Crazed as | was, | saw in that
awf ul shadow a nonstrous
resenbl ance--a nauseous,
unbel i evabl e caricature--a
bl asphenous effi gy of himwho had
been Denys Barry."

HARPER
Ckay. THAT was freaky.
ATLAS
Well, Lovecraft was a freaky guy.

The Moon-Bog isn’t even half of it.

SCARLETT
And you read this for fun? You' re
gonna give the Wnder Tw ns
ni ght mar es.

ATLAS
(teasing) | thought you weren’t
going to be acting as anyone’s
nother? If they don’t want ne to
read any nore, they’' re old enough
to say so..

SCARLETT
You're enjoying this, aren’t you?

ATLAS
VERY nuch.

PI P
| see one!

Pippa is pointing straight up at the sky. Qut of the

gat heri ng

purplish blue, there shines a single point of

[ight. The first star of the evening.

( CONTI NUED)
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HARPER
Score one for Pippa!
SCARLETT
Better head down and | et Auto know.
PI P
Actual |y, commander? She prefers
Ophel i a.
SCARLETT
Right. Well... let Ophelia know.

Pip clinbs back down into the Rusal ka, and heads for Ops.
She seats herself at the helm

PI P
Ophel i a? You awake?

There is a brief pause, before the central conputer system
boots up with a nusical chine.

OPHELI A
Good eveni ng, Pippa. Wat can | do
for you today?
FADE OUT.

END.



