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SCENE ONE
| NT. Lobby, Conference Center - DAY

We hear the sounds of crowds, noving in and out of the
vari ous conference roons.

DR. PETER CRI CHTON wal ks out of a conference hall, heading

towards the cafe, when fromfar behind... A voice..
VA CE
Excuse ne! Excuse ne... Sorry...

Sorry, if I could just- DOCTOR
CRI CHTON? Sorry, if you could just-
LET ME THROUGH DOCTOR CRI CHTON

Peter turns. DR CHEL STADLER is fighting her way through the
crowd. She pops out of a knot of people, stunbling and
gri nni ng.

CHEL

Dr. Crichton? Dr. Peter Crichton?
PETER

Yes. ..
CHEL

H! Ch, wow You wal k REALLY fast, |
didn't think I was going to be able to
catch you in tinme! | was just in
there! At the panel? You were

di scussi ng the devel opnent of new
strategies of inter-solar-system
travel and col oni zation, and the
potential of actually bio-engineering
col oni es, using sone of the new
research that's been com ng out of
Aphel i on I ndustri es!

PETER
Yes, | was there.

CHEL
RI GHT! O course you were. You were
giving the talk. | couldn't decide
bet ween seeing this discussion, or the
one M. Crichton- Your brother, Axel,
| nmean, is hosting over in conference
hall A, about the practical
applications of reverse engineering
xenot echnol ogy, but ultimtely I



deci ded on seeing this one, because
it's just SO nmuch nore rel evant to our
devel opnent as a species. They really
shoul d have gi ven you the bigger

conference hall. People need to hear
this sort of thing! But | suppose |
understand. | nean |'ve been foll ow ng

your work for YEARS now, since
undergrad, and the things you wite
about probably go strai ght over nost
peopl e's head. To be honest, sonetines
it goes straight over mne, but you're
witing is so intensely lyrical.
Poetic. You really have a vision of
everything you talk about. It's

inspiring really. I'ma huge fan.
PETER
CHEL
It was a brilliant talk. Really it
was. Your theories on how we m ght be
able to actually GROWcol onies, like
coral reefs or bacteria, and within
our lifetinmes?! Brilliant. It's

absolutely stunning. And totally
feasible. Only your nethodol ogy is
wWr ong.

PETER
Excuse ne?

CHEL
It's wong. The theory is correct, but
the way you're going about it-... |
was sitting there, listening to you
outlining your experinments and your
plans for the future and | just
pani cked. I'msorry, | understand that
this is COMPLETELY i nappropri at e-

PETER
So you decided to just wal k up and do
it anyway.

CHEL
Vll, you' re the VP and Chi ef
Scientific Oficer of a nmulti-
bajillion dollar conpany. | thought I
coul d save you a couple of cents and a



whole | ot of tine.

PETER
(unamused) Did you?

CHEL
|"msorry. That was-... | thought
maybe if | made it a joke | wouldn't
sound |i ke as much of an asshole-..
|"mmaking it worse-... | just... |
had to tell you. But the bacteria
culture you're basing your
experimentati on on? You have to stop.

PETER
Excuse ne?!

CHEL
What you're doing is extraordinarily
danger ous.

PETER
| think we have it under control
t hank you. We're devel opi ng-

CHEL
Are you having trouble with the rate
of accel eration?

PETER
VWhat ?

CHEL
The rate of acceleration. You can get
the bacteria to build say, a brick or
even a whol e building, but you can't
make it stop. It just keeps going
faster and faster. Spreading out of
control

PETER
How di d you-

CHEL
You said in your presentation that you
were using the xenobacteria the Bl ack
Orion, right?

PETER
That's right.



CHEL
And you chose them because of that
paper that cane out two years ago,
right? Dr. Fabian Buller's piece on

m crobial lifeforns of the Geat Red
Spot on Jupiter. It was a nonunenta
piece... to find out that such an

incredi bly iconic planetary |andmark
was the result of bacteria in the

at nosphere. But that's what you based
your research on, right?

PETER
Yes, why-

CHEL
Did he tell you it's eating the
pl anet ?

PETER
VWhat ?

CHEL
The Black Orion is eating Jupiter.
Fromthe outside in. Dr. Buller
conpletely ignores that part of the
bacteria's life cycle in his tal ks and
hi s paper, even though al nost all of
his research hinges on it-

PETER
Doctor Buller has been working at
Aphel ion Industries for YEARS now, why
woul d he-

CHEL
| " ve been studying the Black Orion
speci es since that paper cane out.
It's a voracious parasite. You're
seeing that rapid growth, because it's
nmovi ng t hrough the devel opnenta
systens you' ve built the sanme way a
virus noves through a body. And it
won't stop because it actually pulls
fromthe atnosphere to perpetuate its
life cycle. It replicates initially by
pul i ng nmet hane out of an at nosphere.
But once it starts running out of
nmet hane, it devel ops a taste for other
gasses. .. other building bl ocks,
anything it can find. It's why the Red



Spot has been spinning for so | ong.
Theoretically, it would make for a
great self-sustaining, self-repairing
building material. But there's no real
way to contain it. If you integrate it
into the building blocks of a col ony,
and just shoot it off into space, you
risk conpletely destroying the entire
exi sting ecosystem not to nention
causing sone pretty horrific deaths
for any humans you send to out there
col oni ze.

PETER
-... I"'msorry, who are you?

CHEL
Ch! Ohn ny gosh. Dd | not-... My
name's Chel! Chel Marietta Stadler.

PETER
You.

CHEL
Yes! Me. My dad keeps trying to get ne
to go by Marietta, and ny nom keeps
saying "Mari", ny sisters say | need
to start introducing nyself as Dr.
Stadl er, but honestly, please, just
call me Chel.

PETER
You're Dr. Stadler. Chel Stadler.
CHEL
Yes?
PETER

Dr. Chel Stadler. The
xenopal eont ol ogi st .

CHEL

You say that |ike you' ve heard of ne.
PETER

| have. |1've read your worKk.
CHEL

Seriousl y?!



PETER
Yes, all of it. | try to keep up in
all fields. |I didn't realize you were
so interested in nodern xenobi ol ogy.

CHEL
| aml It's a passion of mne. |'ve
been studying it on the side for as
long as | can renenber. | like to get
a whol e picture... uncovering | ost
wor | ds, y' know? Seeing exactly HOW
t hese creatures and peopl e noved
t hrough their worlds.

PETER
| know the feeling.
CHEL
Real | y?
PETER

Recreating the structure of a life
| ong since lived. Finding and

sket chi ng out an exi stence you can
barely even i magine..

CHEL
Breathing life and color into it.
Diving into the shadows, and weavi ng
out a universe of possibility...

PETER
Watching it take shape, and reformthe
wor |l d around you. ..

CHEL

Li ke watching the birth of a star..
PETER

Changi ng the future, through the

past. ..

A beat. They observe one another for a nonment, an unspoken
nonent of heat, nutual |ove of the unknown.

CHEL
You should wite that down... |-
in... In one of your papers.

PETER
You think so?



CHEL
Wiy el se do we do this? Open up tonbs
and try to bury ourselves in them
trying to find old |ife? Monents |ike
that. Wien we find it. The way you

phrased it... it's...
PETER
Yes?
CHEL
It's all 1've ever wanted to do.
beat .
PETER
Wul d-... Do you-...
CHEL
Yes?

But he | oses his nerve.

PETER
We should... talk nore about this.

CHEL

Real | y?
PETER

You sound surpri sed.
CHEL

Yes! I-... | nean, no! | mean- Well, |

mean, |'m... And YOU RE-..

PETER
(raising an eyebrow at her) I'm...?
CHEL
| mean, you're Peter Crichton.
(realizing) Oh... My god... | am..
an... | D Or!
PETER
(taken aback) What?
CHEL
l"msorry! On... Ch ny god, I'm...
l"msorry. I'msorry! This was-... |

am so stupid. | shouldn't have-... |



know this is the worst. The ultimte
no-no... Cornering you |like this- And
you probably have sonmewhere to go! And
your research! And | just- But | was
just... so excited to neet you, and
hear your talk, but then | heard you
tal ki ng about the Black Orion and |

just-... | didn't want-... Your career
has just been... an insane inspiration
tone, and | didn't want-... You can

do so nmuch nore, and | didn't want
Bul |l er's shortsightedness and ego to
wreck your career. And | ook, since |
can't possibly make this any worse
anyway, can | get you a coffee?

PETER
-... Ssorry... Wat?
CHEL
A-... Acoffee... To-... apologize? O-
... because-... I-1 don't know...
Sorry... Umn.. I-... NOPE' | just-..
l"'mso sorry. I'll just... go! Sorry!!

And stop using the Black Oion!!!

Chel rapidly starts to back away into the crowd, her voice
f adi ng.

PETER
Wait, hold on!

CHEL
Try Kerberan Plutonis! It's harder to
get your hands on, but it SHOULD give
you the same structural stability and
initial acceleration rate, w thout the
whol e murdering an entire pl anet
i ssue!

PETER
How do you-

CHEL
| have to go! | can't BELIEVE | just-
... I"'msorry! Stupid! STUPID UGH
You | DI OT!

PETER
Wi t!



But she has vani shed into the crowd. Peter stares after her,
nonpl ussed.

AXEL
VWho was that?

Peter's brother, AXEL CRI CHTON steps out of the crowd,
sm rking know ngly at him

PETER
(still staring sonmewhat dazedly after
Chel) I-... A .. A colleague.
AXEL
Did you ask her out for a coffee?
PETER
What ?! N- no!
AXEL
Well did you at |east get her nunber?
PETER
Axel !
AXEL
Hey, I'mjust saying... She nust've
been cute.
PETER
What makes you say that?
AXEL
Wel |, she di sappeared a solid mnute
ago, and you're still staring.
PETER
-... No I'"mnot.
AXEL

Uh- huh. You can make eye contact with
me any tinme, you know.

PETER
Shut up.

AXEL
What ever you say, Petey.

PETER
Pet er.



He wal ks
went, sni

FADE QUT.

END.

10.

AXEL
Petey. So. Good tal k?

PETER
|... yeah... It-... Yeah. (and then,
shaki ng hinself back to reality) Cone
on... Let's... | need to get back to
t he | ab.

AXEL
Al r eady?

PETER

Yeah, I'mdone with this. And there's
sonmething I want to test out.

AXEL
What ?
PETER
Just a theory... Cone on.

off into the crowd. Axel glances back the way Che
rks, shrugs, and follows Peter into the press.



