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SCENE ONE

| NT. Ops,

U S.S. Rusal ka - GRAVEYARD SHI FT

Pip drags Harper onto the bridge.

We hear

P

HARPER
Pi p, slow down!

Pl P
W can’t! We might have mssed it
al r eady.

HARPER

(yawni ng) M ssed what ? The sunrise?
Ilt’s two AM this couldn’t this
wait "til | was awake?

Pl P
Nope! Too i nportant.

p adjusting the controls.

HARPER
What are you even doing up this
| ate? Atlas hasn’'t been reading to
you agai n, has she?

PI P
No! ... Maybe... Neverm nd. Look
the point is, | was sitting up
here, nmonitoring the sensors-
HARPER
You have got to stop letting her
doi ng that.
PI P

WIIl you just shut up a sec, and
l[isten? I’mtrying to tell you I
saw sonet hi ng! There’s sonebody

out si de!
HARPER
Qutside... the submarine?
Pl P
Yes.
HARPER

You saw a person outside the
submarine. Are you sure you're
feeling okay?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

PI P
| mnot crazy! She’s-... She’'s
there! Right there. See? On the
monitor. She’'s still right there.
Look!

HARPER

Pip, that's... that’'s not possible.

W' re al nost 100 meters under wat er,
in the mddle of the ocean. Nobody
coul d survive-
Pl P
| " m serious! She’s waving at ne!
HARPER
Pip, there is no way-
Pl P
LOOK!
HARPER

Alright! Alright... Were-

Har per noves to | ook at Pip’s nonitor.

beat .
HARPER (cont’ d)
That’'s... But... That's not
possi bl e. ..
Pl P
| know. ..
HARPER
That's... she’s..
CUT TO
SCENE TWO

INT. Ops, U S.S. Rusalka - Mnents Later
The whol e of the crew is now gathered around Pip’s nonitor.
beat .

SCARLETT
That' s a mernai d.

( CONTI NUED)
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HARPER
Yup.

SCARLETT
| m not going insane? I’ mnot stil
sleeping... that’s... that’s a rea
[ive mermaid.

ATLAS
It would seem so. ..

SCARLETT
Ckay. .. OKAY. ... Ckay... Yeah.
|’ ve gotta sit down.

HARPER
Look at all that purple and red in
her tail... the way it bl eeds
t oget her when she noves... like
paint in the water...

ATLAS
It’s like she’s dancing...

PI P
(quietly) She's beautiful.

They are all silent for a nonent, entranced.

PIP (cont’d)
She’ s wavi ng again. Commander... |
t hi nk she wants us to follow her

ATLAS
I's that w se?
PI P
W se?! Look at her... That’'s a
mer mai d!' When was the last tinme you
saw a real |ive nmermaid? Ckay, for

you, probably like, |last February.
But when are the rest of us ever
going to get a chance to do
sonmething like this again?

HARPER
| nmean... technically speaking, as
resi dent sea nonster expert? This
is sort of exactly the kind of
thing we’re supposed to do, right?
Study sea nonsters?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

Pl P
And we DO have another 36 hours
before we need to resurface.

ATLAS
You two have been rehearsing this,
haven't you?

HARPER
| have no idea what you' re talking
about .

Pl P
W' re just concerned about the
m ssi on.

ATLAS
Snooth. Well... (glances at
Scarlett) they do have a point. She
does seem particularly eager for us
to follow And it is a golden
opportunity.

SCARLETT
36 hours is plenty of tinme for a
little exploration. W can easily
track our way back here, if we
don’'t like what we find..

Pl P
Oh man, this is SO COOL!!I'!

HARPER
The Rusal ka Gang! Mernmai d Chasers
Extraordinaire

Pl P
The cool est nonster hunters under
t he seal

SCARLETT
Pi pe down, Wonder Twins! | wl|

turn this sub around! (nore to
hersel f than the others) Do NOT
make nme regret this.

ATLAS

Al l hands ready, conmander.
SCARLETT

Al right, doctor... Take us in.

We hear Atlas adjust the heading.



As we FADE OQUT, there is the distant, eerie echo of a

[ augh. ..
SCENE THREE
INT. Ops, U S.S. Rusalka - Some Tine Later

SCARLETT
VWhere is she?

ATLAS
|"ve got her. Just off to port, and
headi ng down.

Pl P
Look! (she points excitedly) There,
do you see? There’s anot her one!
There, by the rocks... with the

bl ue and green tail, do you see?
HARPER

There’s anot her one... And

anot her. ..

W start to hear an al nost inperceptible nelody in the
backgr ound.

There' s a

Pl P
What are they doing?

ATLAS
Circling the ship. Looks |ike she’s
call ed out the welcomi ng commttee.

HARPER
Where are they all comng fronf
ATLAS
Commander... It looks like she's
taking us into those caves.
SCARLETT
No... | don't like the | ook of

that. Those openi ngs | ook pretty
narrow. Turn us around.

pause.

SCARLETT (cont’ d)
Any day now, doctor.

( CONTI NUED)
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ATLAS
Um .. Just a m nute.

The conputer nakes a VERY unhappy noi se.

SCARLETT
Atl as. ..
ATLAS
Ahh... we seemto be locked into

this course. The systenis not
respondi ng. The autopil ot seens to
have just... engaged. ... | can't
shut it off.

Pl P
Ophel i a, di sengage autopil ot.

The conputer makes an error noise.

PIP (cont’d)
Ophel i a, di sengage autopil ot!

Anot her error noi se.

SCARLETT
Ophelia, reinstate manual contro
RIGHT NOW or so help me | wll
take a blowtorch to your
processors!

OPHELI A
|’msorry, | can’t do that
Adri enne.

SCARLETT

... Did the conputer just address
me by nmy first nane?

HARPER
Uh, nore inportantly, did the
conputer just go HAL 9000 on us?

OPHELI A
Recal cul ating... Adjusting
descent. ..

The nel ody in the background is highly distorted, but by now

clearly audi ble. The Rusal ka | ets out another creaking groan
as it continues to descend.

( CONTI NUED)
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SCARLETT
Pip, shut it down.

PI P
| can’t! There’ s sonething janmm ng
her control pathways.

ATLAS
W' re heading into the caves!

SCARLETT
Brace yoursel ves!

The ship lets out another disturbing creak. Miusic is
resonating through the cabin, and we can hear materials
starting to shift around as the submarine weaves its way
t hrough the underwater tunnels. And then...

SPLASH!

The Rusal ka bursts through the surface of the water. The
musi ¢ resonating through the ship abruptly dies away, and
there is a musical chine as the autopil ot disengages.

OPHELI A
Aut opi | ot di sengaged. Reinstating
manual control..

SCARLETT
Alright, THAT S IT! Everybody off!
SCENE FOUR
EXT. U S.S. Rusalka - Mnents Later
Creak... BANG
Scarlett throws open the hatch, and the crew clinbs out of
t he submarine. Laughter, distant song, and the sound of

dripping water echo around the huge cavern.

HARPER
Whoabh.

PI P
It’s so... glittery..

ATLAS
lt’'s beautiful...

( CONTI NUED)
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SCARLETT
VWhere are we?

HARPER
Looks |i ke sone sort of...
under wat er cove. .

SCARLETT
Look at the size of these
stal agm tes! They | ook |ike they
coul d punch a hole straight through
the ship... Pip, Atlas, get back
bel ow. | want a danmage report
bef or e-

KEERA
(laughing) There's no need for
that, sugar, your ship is just
fine. W wouldn’t |let you wreck on
the rocks. Al travelers are given
saf e passageway into our hone.

The girls yelp. KEERA, is |eaning against the submarine. She
waves at them

Pl P
lt's her...

ATLAS
It tal ks. ..

SCARLETT
Yeah, |1’'d noticed...

KEERA
My, don’t you | adies just | ook
delicious. |I'"m Keera, of the
Akhel oi os cl an. Wat about you,

sugar ?

She reaches out and strokes Pip’ s cheek.
What’ s your nane?

PI P
(she... mght have just
forgotten...) Pippa...

KEERA
Such a pretty face. | find there's

not hi ng nore appealing than a wonan
with a beautiful face. W' re your
friends, Pippa?

( CONTI NUED)
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SCARLETT
Unhh... 1’ m Commander Adrienne
Scarlett, of the U S.S. Rusal ka.
And this is the rest of ny crew. ..
Dr. Natalya Atlas, and Harper

Bennett.

KEERA
Vel cone. Way don’t you cone slip
into the water... Have a swm..

It’s been so I ong since we’ve had
any visitors conme this way, and ny
sisters are expecting you..

There are soft splashes as nore of the creatures appear,
poki ng their heads above the surface. They smle, and | augh,
reaching their hands up to the wonmen on the submarine. The
whol e crew i s dazed.

KEERA (cont’ d)
Do you dance, Pippa? WII you

dance... with nme?
PI P
(unused to such attention) I...
O okay... Yeah! Yeah, sure, I...
|"d I'i ke that.
KEERA
(laughs softly) Good. Cone! Take ny
hand, that’'s it... That's it, al
of you... My sisters will show you

the way... Stay close... Tonight,
we cel ebrate! And feast!
SCENE FOUR PART B
INT. The Gotto - N GHT
Keera and her sisters |ead the Rusalka crew into The Grotto.

Torches flicker, dazzling, and water |aps softly against the
beach.

KEERA
Wel conme to The Grotto.
HARPER
Whoah. .
ATLAS
It’s... stunning... These carvings

in the walls are nagnificent.

( CONTI NUED)
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10.

KEERA
Qur famly history. W were G eeks,
originally... back in the days when
ships came and went as often as the
breeze... But that was a very |l ong
time ago... Qur famly was nuch
bi gger then, and we had visitors
all the time. Now, we take what we
can get.

Scarl ett suddenly stunbles over sonething in the sand.

SCARLETT
Quch!
ATLAS
Commander, are you alright?
SCARLETT
Yeah, | just... stepped on
sonething in the sand.
KEERA
(smoot hly, but quickly) Arock, I'm
sure. | wouldn’t worry about it,

sugar. Ships often weck in this
area and | eave behind all kinds of
surprises. These waters can be
treacherous. You never know what
you may find.

One of Keera’'s sisters approaches the group.

LYSSA
Keera, the bonfire is lit. The
nmusi ci ans are wai ting. Everything
is prepared. Qur sisters are
anxi ous to begin.

KEERA
Then take our visitors to neet the
rest of the famly. Use themwell.
(to the crew) My sisters and | are
at your disposal. Please, eat,
drink. Make yourselves at hone.
It’s our pleasure to please.

Lyssa links an armthrough Scarlett, pulling her fromthe

group.

LYSSA
Hey there sail or.

( CONTI NUED)
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SCARLETT
... um.. Hhi... Thank you.
That's... very kind...

KEERA
Not at all.

beat .

She wat ches them go... and then...
You' re staring.

Pl P
" msorry.

KEERA
Don’t you want to go and join your
friends?

PI P
| thought... | nean... | thought
maybe | coul d. .

KEERA
(armused) Stay here with nme?

PI P
(softly) If you don’t m nd.

KEERA
(sonewhat di sinterested, though not
unki ndly) Be ny guest.

Pl P
: (blurting out) You're
beauti ful.

KEERA
(laughs) You' re sweet.

Pl P
| nmean it. | saw you dance and... |
wsh |l was-... | nean, | couldn't
do that. But the way you nove..
You're so... free. ...It’s the nost
beautiful thing |I’ve ever seen.

There’s sonething in Pip’s expression that catches Keera off

guard, and nakes her pause. She's surprised to find that she
is actually touched.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

beat .

They | ook

12.

KEERA

(softening) Thank you.
Pl P

It’s just the truth.
KEERA

Let ne get you sonething to drink
PI P

| * m okay.
KEERA

real ly?

PI P

Yeah. |’m happy to just-... watch

the water. (noves towards the
shore) We spend all day on a boat,
but there’s never any tine to-

KEERA
(foll owi ng her) Sl ow down.

PI P
Exact | y!

at one another. Pipis the first to | ook away.
|’ve... never been to the sea. |’ve

seen pictures... read articles and

text books... This is nmy first tine.

The worl d seens a whol e | ot bigger

from here

Keera consi ders her, then reaches out and takes her hand.

KEERA
Well, I'd be happy to be your
guide. And in the neantine, | can

show you how to dance.

Pip smles.

FADE TO:

Pl P
|’d Iike that.



13.

SCENE FI VE
I NT. The G otto - DAWN

The celebratory feast is in full swng. Druns and flutes
play, filling The Gotto with beautiful nelody.

Harper is |ooking around the Grotto as one of Keera's
sisters, VARVARA, spins her around.

HARPER
You do this all the tinme?

VARVARA
Only when there’s sonething worth
cel ebrating..

HARPER

Sounds |i ke paradi se.
VARVARA

Isn’t it just? ... You ever

consi der |eaving that big, old,
ugly ship of yours? Ever consider
settling down?

HARPER
l... I don"t-... | don't know, 1’'d
never thought about it really.

VARVARA

You should. Traveling s such a

| onely business. | can think of
several other things you could do
with that tinme... alnost all of
themrequire a friend. (She sniles)
You |look a little flushed. Wy
don’t you rel ax? Take a seat, baby,

and 11l get you something to
dri nk.
HARPER
|- (clears her throat) Yeah. Uh...
S-sure..

She wat ches Varvara go, distractedly.

HARPER (cont’ d)
Whoah boy. ..

Harper sits down beside Atlas at the banquet table.

( CONTI NUED)
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ATLAS
Havi ng fun?
HARPER
Yeah! |1’ve got to sit down for a
m nute. Al that spinning was
meki ng me dizzy... | had no idea
Pip coul d dance so well.
ATLAS
No, nor |I...
HARPER
What’ s that you’' re drinking?
ATLAS
| don’t know... One of Keera's
sisters... the big, muscular one..
the gold one, over there, with the
flute... she gave it to ne. It’s
qui te strong.
HARPER
Were's Scarlett?
ATLAS
l’mnot-... oh... Ah... Over there.
HARPER
Wher e?
ATLAS

Straddling that little brunette,
wth the pale pink tail, over by
t hose rocks. Mmm Funny. | woul dn’t
have pegged her as the Commander’s

t ype.

HARPER
Oh... OH.. Ww. ... That’s...
that’s a ot of tongue. I'’mjust...

So the food | ooks good! Any
reconmendati ons?

Atl as doesn’t respond. She’'s staring at her cup, with an
expression of mld interest and confusion.

: Dr. Atlas? ... uh... doc? You
okay?

ATLAS
|’ mnot sure... My fingertips just

went nunb. (laughs) That’s funny,
isnt it? They shouldn’t be going
all nunb. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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Atl as takes another sip of her drink.

HARPER
Maybe you better stop drinking that
stuff.

ATLAS

Oh Harper, relax. It's a party!
There’s nothing wong with a
little... celebration...

15.

The words are hardly out of her nmouth before the drink slips
fromher fingers and snmashes to the ground. Atlas slunps
forward unconsci ous, her head thunping against the table.

HARPER
Atlas! Uh... Uh... okay... It’s
okay, I'm.. I"mgoing to... | need
to get... help! R ght. Help. You..
you stay here, and I'Il... 1’1l go

get hel p.

Har per starts to nake her way across the beach.

VARVARA
Sonething to drink, little one?

HARPER

no. Thank you..

ALl ANA
Care to dance?

HARPER
Yes... I-... No! No, I"'msorry...
have to help ny friend.

ALl ANA
She’s alright. Wiy don’t you cone
dance with me? O we could... slip
away... do a little close

partnering, if you like?

HARPER
... | have to go...

Har per breaks away from Keera' s sisters, and nakes her way

over to Scarlett.

HARPER (cont’ d)
Scarlett... Commander Scarlett!
Commander, we have to go.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

But LYSSA,

16.
SCARLETT
(dazed) ... Wat? What ?
HARPER
Sonething’s wong with Dr. Atl as.
W have to leave. ... You... You

get off her. Conmander, we-...
we’' ve gotta go.

the sister Scarlett’s spent nost of the night

straddling, waps her arns around the conmmander’s wai st.

She turns,

LYSSA
She’ s not goi ng.
SCARLETT
What... what’s wong with Atlas?

OUCH Did you just bite ne?

LYSSA
| wanted your attention...
Adrienne, you re not really |eaving
me, are you? You don’'t want to do
that... She’'s jeal ous, and she’s
trying to take you fromne... Make
her go away. ..

SCARLETT
... No... No, of course not, baby.
" m not goi ng anywhere. Har per,

| eave.
HARPER
What ?
SCARLETT
You heard ne! Go. |’ m busy.
HARPER
But what about -
SCARLETT
| don’t care! Go splash sone water
on her face, she’ll be fine,

don’t care, just |eave us alone.

HARPER
Water. ..

t he sounds around her nonentarily fade as she

stares across the cove. W hear waves | appi ng agai nst the

rocks.

( CONTI NUED)
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HARPER (cont’ d)
(dawning realization) ... we're on
t he beach.

KEERA
Somet hing the matter, sugar?

Har per junps. Keera is standi ng beside her.
Al i ana says you woul dn’t dance..
Varvara says you won't drink. W're
not boring you, are we?

HARPER
| have to go.

KEERA
Back to the ship. So |I’ve heard.
Your friends don’t seemto want to

| eave... They’'re doing alright.
HARPER
Wiere’'s Dr. Atlas?
KEERA
Wth nmy sisters. Don’t you want to
join her?
HARPER
... Yes- no! No... I... | don't
know. . .
KEERA
Way don’t you just relax? Have a
bite to eat... or we can arrange
ot her entertainments... Sisters! A

song. Rai se your voices now,
sonet hi ng hi gh and sweet for our
| ovely new visitors..

Keera's sisters start to sing. Their voices rebound
t hroughout the cavern, unearthly and nmesnerizi ng. Keera
turns her attention back to Harper.

It’s a beautiful cove, isn't it?

You feel it, don’t you. The nusic

filling every part of you.
Surroundi ng you... Soothing, isn’t
it? Watching the waves... listening
to the song. ..

HARPER
(putting the puzzle together) No..
This is... wong. It’s wong. W
shoul dn’t be... on the beach..

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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HARPER (cont’ d)
We're on the beach. You're
st andi ng!

KEERA
You're a sharp one, aren’t you. |
t hought 1’'d have to keep an eye on
you... And | was right. Pity. A
that adrenaline will nake you go
sour.

HARPER
You're sirens.

KEERA
Wel | done! Feathers can be so
decei vi ng under the water. You
woul dn’t be the first sailors to
m st ake us for our sweet cousins.
And you won’t be the | ast.

HARPER
Let ne go!
KEERA
It’s too late, sugar, | can see it

in your eyes. W’ ve got you. And
your friends. Just relax. That's

the way. Cone... dance with ne.
HARPER
No... No | don’t want to..
KEERA
Yes you do. Cone here. That's it...
cl ose your eyes... just give in...
dance with ne...
FADE TO
SCENE SI X

I NT. The Gotto - Sone Tine Later

The sound of crashing waves. Harper wakes up with a groan.
It’s about half a second of peace before she’s gasping as
water hits her in the face. She shrieks, struggling, only to
find herself bound to one of the stalagmtes, unable to
nove.

( CONTI NUED)
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SCARLETT
Har per ?!

Harper turns to see Scarlett tied to the stalagmte beside

CONTI NUED:
her.
Dr. Atlas’

HARPER
Commander Scarl ett?

SCARLETT
Oh thank god. You're alive. Atlas!
She’s com ng around! Are you okay?

HARPER
l|"’mfine...

voi ce sounds fromslightly farther away.

ATLAS
|’d like to point out that we're
tied to stalagmtes, the tide is
comng in, we're all about to
drown, and | have a MASSI VE
hangover. No one is finel

SCARLETT
What did they do to you?
HARPER
Not hing, I-... They sang. It was
Keera, she started talking to ne
and-... Commander, they’'re sirens.
ATLAS

That woul d explain it.

SCARLETT
Does it? | thought sirens and
mer mai ds were the sanme thing?

HARPER
Common m sconception. The sirens
were wonen, that were cursed by the
gods and becane hal f-bird
nmonstrosities that |ive on an
island and sing sailors to their
deat hs. Sonewhere al ong the way,
they got m xed up with nernmaids.
|’mstarting to see why. Mbving
underwat er, feathers and scal es
| ook just about the sane.

( CONTI NUED)
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20.

SCARLETT
But they can’t be. They drugged
Atl as, Pippa was dancing, and |
di dn’t hear anybody si ngi ng.

HARPER
| think they' re nore powerful than
that. They’ ve been around for
t housands of years, they’ ve had
plenty of time to evolve. | think
it’s everything about them.. the
way they nove, and | ook at you..
the way they speak... That little
pi nk one bit you, Commander, don’t
you renenber?

SCARLETT
... No..

HARPER
| think everything about themis
poi sonous... nmeant to draw us in.
| f everything about themis
al luring-

SCARLETT

-then there’s no way out. You can
shut your ears against a song, but
how can you fight sonething that’s
got a hold on all your senses..

ATLAS
That's brilliant.

SCARLETT
They’ re going to kill us!

ATLAS
Yes, but you have to appreciate the
el egance of it. A beautiful woman's
a dangerous thing.

SCARLETT
kay, so how do we beat then? I’'m
t hi nki ng crowbars, see how pretty
they’ Il be feeling then.

HARPER
Sirens usually drown their victins.

ATLAS
Yes, we’d noticed. But they could
have done that thenselves. Wy al
the theatrics?

( CONTI NUED)
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HARPER
Keera sai d sonet hi ng about
flavors... Adrenaline nakes you go
sour... Quessing she was hopi ng

we’'d just drown in our sleep.

ATLAS
|’msorry | asked.

HARPER
W just have to get | oose!

ATLAS
O course! Now why didn't | think
of that? Wiy don’t | just grab ny
handy- dandy nachete and cut us
| oose? Ch that’'s right, because
it’s back on the ship!

SCARLETT
Atl as, you are not hel ping! So
either cone up with a plan that’s
actual ly useful, or save your
breath! 1t’s not |ike you ve got
too many left.

ATLAS
That’ s an awful high horse you're
sitting on, for someone who was too
busy sticking her tongue down a
woman’ s throat to notice whether or
not she was planning to drown and
eat youl!

HARPER
Guys! Come on! Focus! Please, can
ONE of you cone up with sone sort
of |life saving, rope slicing nmaster
pl an? You don’t happen to have a
m ni bl owmorch stuffed up your
sl eeve, do you Pip? ... Pip?

But there’s no reply. The crew | ooks around (as best they
can) but there’s no sign of her.

ATLAS
Oh no. .

HARPER
VWhere i s she?!

( CONTI NUED)
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SCARLETT
She nmust be back at the beach, with
Keera and her sisters. Maybe she’s
still just dancing..

HARPER
Maybe she got away.

ATLAS
Not likely. If she wasn’t captured
i ke us-

SCARLETT
Atl as, shut up.

ATLAS
(quietly, and not unkindly) | just
think we... mght need to adjust
ourselves to the possibility-

HARPER
She’ s not dead.

ATLAS
Har per -

HARPER
She’ s not!

beat .

Har per stares at Atlas, wlling her to | ook away first. She
doesn’ t.

ATLAS
Ckay.

HARPER
... Commander, tell her. She's
fine. Just because she wasn’t
captured-... She’ s probably already
back on the ship! Tell her.

There is a |l ong pause. Harper tries to neet Scarlett’s eye,
but Scarlett won't | ook at her.

SCARLETT
Let’s just get off this rock.

FADE QOUT.



EPI LOGUE
| NT. Keera s Nest - DAY

KEERA
What your friends would do if they
coul d see you now... You | ook good

enough to eat.

PI P
Do you really think so?

KEERA
| do.

She shifts closer and starts to play with Pippa s hair.
Have you made your decision? Since
you' re so keen to stay, you nust

have a present... A welcone hone
gift...
PI P
And... | can have anyt hi ng?
KEERA

So long as you stay, then yes.
Anyt hi ng your heart desires.

There is a pause as Pip tries to decide... and then..

PI P
Make nme |ike you.

FADE QOUT.
TO BE CONTI NUED. . .

23.



